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ed the condition that the contract should not be | and also the great western mail—will be entitled to 
subject to revocation, 

What right had the Postmaster General to agree 
to such a condition, when the law directed him to 
jnsert in every contract « clause making it revo- 
cable at the will of the department? Yet he says 
in his report that these contracts would remain 
firm unless Congress should direct otherwise. By 
the resolution Congress was asked to annul this 
quasi agreement, for contract it was none. The 
Postmaster General made on the back of the paper 
an endorsement, which Mr. G. read, (but of which 


the highest pay for that class, one hundred and 
fifty dollars—the other two classes being the one 
the greater, and the other the less, local or way 
mail, and paid as proposed in the amendment. 
This country has partially made the experiment 
of cheap postages, and [ am gratified to know that, 
thus far, it has succeeded well—far beyond what | 
some of us expected, and fully equal to the hopes 
and expectations of its most sanguin? friends. Sir, 
the friends of this great reform, in advocating its 
adoption, referred, with confidence, to the reduc- | 
we failed to obtain a copy.) tion of postages in England. There the postages 
What he more especially desired to call the | had been reduced to almost nothineg—one penny a 
attention of the country to was the fact, that while Jetter. But there, as I understand, scarcely any- 
the Postmaster General represented it as an outra- | thing is paid for transporting the mails; there the 
geous thing that the railroad company was con- — mails are transported mostly over railroads; many 
nected with the steamboat line, (which was nota | of them receive no pay atall for carrying the mails; 
fact,) yet in this contract with the bay company © others receive, perhaps, about a penny a mile— 
an individual was largely concerned who was at | not quite two cents, or some other nominal and in- 
the same time the proprietor of a railroad south of |) significant sum; while but one railroad in that 
Richmond; and thus the Post Office Department | country, if I am correctly informed, receives what 
had itself connected a railroad with a water line, | would be considered as pay for carrying the mail, 
the very thing it charged upon this company. (and that one is required to run in the night, with- 
Here the hour allotted to Mr. G., to his great |) outa passenger train, but solely for the transport- 
seeming surprise, expired. He thereupon offered | ation of the mail. [am not for adopting this policy 
an amendment, given below,) which was read || towards the railroads in this country. No, sir; I 
for information, (am in favor of paying them liberally. In my 
The question was first put on the amendment of || amendment, I propose to allow what to me appears 


‘yr . . 
Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, viz: to be ample compensation, being nearly twenty- 
«Provided, Thatin making such contract or engagement ; 


7 oher ; - me a 
with tie Postmaster General, the said Richmond, Freder- | five per worme higher than is ao paid for any post 
icksburg, and Potomae Railroad and Steamboat Company || coach service in the United States, lhe highest 
sill agree aad engage with the Postmaster General to pay || pay for any post-coach service at present being 
to tue Post Oilice Department such amount or sum of money || one hundred and twenty-eight dollars per mile; add 


as, in his judgment, shall be a fair and equitable equivalent . . 
7 * ° > . ° - fe fe " y t : , 
to the coutractors for transporting the mail from Baltimore twenty-five per cent. on that amount, and it will 


t» Petersburg and Richmond on the bay line, and to the | Make one hundred and sixty dollars per mile. I 
contractors trom Washington to Richmond under the recent || propose to pay for the most important daily rail- 
arrangement, as will indemnity said contractors by reason || road service one hundred and fifty dollars. My 


of the discontinuance of the said routes hereby dispensed | : ie ile eit ‘ . , 
with.” | firm impressions are, that railroads can better afford 


This amendment was agreed to: Ayes 80, noes | to carry the mail for the sum now proposed than 
65 ° | post-coaches can for the compensation now re- 


7 . ‘| ceived. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, moved toamend || °°! d , ; 

} . oe || Mr.«J. soon after withdrew his amendment, giv- 

the resolution as fallows: |. s vail himaelf App 
Resolved, ‘that the construction heretofore given by the || !Mg notice that he would avail himself of a different 

Post Otfice Department, and particularly that ot the present |) time and mode of reaching his object. 


Postmaster General, to the laws of 1838, 1839, and 1845,'| Mr, BOTTS now obtained the floor, and wished 
regulating and restricting the compensation to be pyid for || 


carrying the mail on railroads, is hereby approved and con- || ; 
fGrmed e ym || order unless he rose to explain an amendment. He 


tuled out of order by the Chair. | thereupon said he would offer one, and offered the 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved further to | original resolution slightly modified. 


amend the resolution, by adding thereto the fol- | Mr. B. said he only desired to state to the com- 
lowine: " || mittee the position in which they would be placed 


Resolved, That it shall he the duty of the Postmaster Gen- || by the adoption of the amendment of the gentleman || 


erai to arrange and class the service hereafter to be required || from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. Jones.}] He verily thought, 


of the railroad companies, including those in which the ser- || when he heard it read, that the gentleman had of- | 


vice is partly by steamboats, in the transportation of the 


United States mails, into four closses, according to the size || fered it in sport; little dreaming that the House | 


of the mails, the speed and frequency with which the mails || would ever think of passing it. Here was a con- 
are or shall be required to be conveyed, and the importance || troversy between the Post Office Department and 


of the service ; and it shall be lawful for him to contract for || a railroad company. The department offered 
carrying the mail with any such railroad company, or any || 


\| oi 
steunboat company, or @ny railroad and steamboat com- || $30,000—the company demanded $32,000. 
pany, either with or without advertising for such contract: || Here Mr. B. was called to order by Mr. 


Provided, That for the first class service in conveying the | THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, who called for 
|| the reading of the rule which forbade the grafting | 


mail on any railroad, he shall not pay a higher rate of com- 


pensation than ¢2u0 per mile per annum, nor for second || ih . 7 
class service on any railroad a greater compensation than || of one bill or resolution on another, &c. 


$1.0 per mile per annum, nor for third class service on any | Mr. BOTT Ss. What? Cannot I ex plain another 
eee a or op mao than §100 per ae || amendment as introductory to the discussion of m 
i ia, hor for the fourth class service on any railr a > y 
éreater compensation than $50 per mile per annuin; nor pore May I -— be allowed to make my speech 
shall he pay for the conveyance of the mail on steamboats, || 4% My OWN way: : 
Or on the steamboat portion of a railroad and steamboat The CHAIRMAN reminded Mr. B. that the 
route, a greater compensation than above specified for the || rule allowed each gentleman offering an amend- 
several Classes, less than twelve and one-half per ceat. ment five minutes to explain that amendment. It 
Mr. JONES oceupied the five minutes allowed || might be difficult for the Chair to decide. in that 
to him under the rule in explanation of his amend- || time whether a gentleman was speaking exactly in 
order or not. 


ment. I propose (said he) that the Postmaster | 
Mr. BOTTS. I should indeed think it an exer- 


General shall class the service hereafter to be re- 


quired of the different railroads throughout the || cise of great ingenuity if the Chair could now tell 
non, for the transportation of the mails, into four || what I mean to say. The railroad company re- 
classes, and for such transportation he shall not || fused the $30,000 offered by the department, and 
allow greater compensation than that specified in || hence it is that this question has come before Con- 
the amendment for each class of service respect- || gress. The Post Office Committee has reported a 
ively. Under this arrangement, I suppose, as a || resolution providing that that offer is to be renew- 
matter of course, those larger mails, such as those || ed; and thereupon the gentleman from Tennessee 
between this city and New York, being required, || proposes an amendment declaring that the com- 
48 at present, to be carried twice a day, will be of || pany may have the contract at that price, if they 
the first class, and be entitled to the maximum | 
compensation of two hundred dollars per mile. | 
The large daily mails--such as the great southern 
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|| to address the Chair, but was pronounced out of || 


GTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 





New Senries..... No. 9. 


pretty much the same as saying, “ you may carry 
our mail for nothing, if you choose.” Thank you 
for small favors. 

Mr. JAMIESON moved to recommit the reso- 
lution and amendment. 


The CHALRMAN ruled it out of order. 


Mr. HALL, of Missouri, moved the following 
amendment: 

Resoivel, That nothing in this resolution shall be so con- 
strucd as to require any increase of the present expenditure 
in the Post Office Department. 

In explaining his amendment he said its object 
was that his constituents might not suffer from any 
action Congress might take on this subject. There 
was in his district a very peculiar arrangement for 
the transportation of the mail. It was carried from 
the eastern extremity of the district quite to the 
western, through six counties, a distance of two 
hundred and thirty miles; and, in order to convey 
a letter from one county seat to another, situated 

| but twenty-five miles apart, it was made to travel 
a circuitous journey of more than three hundred 
| miles, and was two weeks upon the way, while a 
| traveller could pass from one point to the other in 
| five hours. ‘This was but a specimen, a smal part 

of the inconvenience suffered by the people of his 
| district from year to year. They had applied to 
| the department for relief, but it was refused, be- 

cause the department could afford no more expen- 
| ditures in that quarter. Mr. H. had thought that 
| now brighter prospects began to dawn upon them; 
| but if the expenditures of the department were to 
| be increased in the eastern portions of the Union, 

his people would have to groan on and suffer on for 

years to come. It was true, gentlemen said it 
| would cost the department but some $2,700 more; 
|| but the expenditure of a single thousand dollars in 
'| his district would give his constituents all they de- 
| sired; and so great an anomaly as the carrying a 
‘| letter three hundred miles to a town twenty-five 
| miles off, and keeping it two weeks in reaching a 
| point which a man on horseback could reach in 

five hours, would be put an end to. Till that was 
_ done, he must object to any increase of expendi- 
'| ture here. 
| Mr. HASKELL moved that the committee rise. 
Lost. * 

Mr. JAMIESON renewed his motion to recom- 
‘| mit with instructions. Not in order. 
|| Mr. BOTTS was understood to have withdrawn 
his amendment. 

The question was put on Mr. Hatu’s amend- 
| ment, and it was agreed to. 


‘| Mr. Meape’s substitute. next came up, as fol- 
lows: 


| 
| Beit resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
| of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
|| the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, authorized in 
| futare to contract with the railroad companies for the trans- 
|| portation of the mail at a price not exceeding $237 50 a mile 
|| for transporting the mail once aday, and $300 for transport- 
|| ing the same twice a day: Provided, That for such service 
performed in the night-time an additional compensation, not 
exceeding 15 per cent. on those sums, may be given. 
Resolved, ‘Vhat the Postmaster General be, and he is 
|| hereby, required to canse the great northern and southern 
| mail to be transported by steamboat and railroad, on the 
usual route, until otherwise directed by law, provided the 
same can be done for the prices herein prescribed. 


| 
|| Mr. MEAD said,~his object in offering his 


substitute was, to furnish a fixed rule by which 
| the Postmaster General should be governed in 
'| making his contracts. He recapitulated the terms 
|| proposed by his amendment. He understood that 
| there were some in this House who thought $237 
|| 50 per mile was too much. He begged them to 
| remember that the whole nation was interested in 
| keeping up atleast one line of railroads from here 
,| to New Orleans, for the national defence of the 
|| country. And he wished to state the fact that 
|| there was no railroad between this city and 
|| Charleston, South Carolina, the stock of which 
|| was worth seventy cents on a dollar; and it was 
|| with great difficulty now that, under immense debts, 
\| these railroads could keep themselves up. The 
|| stock of the railroad between this city and Rich- 
i} mond was not worth more than $75 per $100. The 


will only consent to pay all damages which the || railroad from Petersburg to Roanoke was not 
Postmaster General in his discretion shall impose worth more, and the railroad from Roanoke to 
upon the company for refusing his offer—which is 


Wilmington was not worth more than 20 per cent. 
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If the proviso of the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. Jones] was retained, the consequence would | 
be, that we should be without the means of trans- 
porting the mail from Petersburg south ; for while 
we had in the bay line a competitor with the rail- 
road line from this city to Richmond, after we get 
to Petersburg there is no competition whatever 
with the railroad; and if the Petersburg and Wil- 
mington road should say that they would not carry | 
the mail for less than $237 50 per mile, this whole 
mail must be transported by post-coaches, which 
would cost a great deal more, while the cars con- 
tinued to run to carry the travellers... He repeated, 
that while he was for limiting this compensation 
to the smallest reasonable amount, yet he con- 
sidered it was policy to give a fair and liberal com- 
pensation to these roads, with a view of keeping 
up these lines of communication from here to New 
Orleans, which, at some future time, might be of 
such essential service to the country. 

Mr. DUER inquired how much increase of com- 
pensation the gentleman proposed over the present 
rates? 

Mr. MEADE. None. He proposed the same 
price which was offered by the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, and about $13 less than the railroad had re- 
ceived previously. 

It was the pglicy of the resolution which he 
offered as a substitute to disconnect the railroad 
from the steamboat altogether, and, by so doing, 
we could have the mail transported from this city 
to Aquia creek for $5,000, instead of $13,000, which 
was now paid. And,as he said yesterday, the 
Postmaster General, if he had committed any error 
at all, had committed it in suffering the railroad 
company to connect itself with the steamboat com- 
pany in disregard of its charter. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to amend the 
substitute of Mr. Meape by striking out the pro- 
vision for an additional compensation of 15 per 
cent. for night service. 

Mr. MEADE said that 15 per cent. was a re- 
duction from 25 per cent. which the Postmaster 
General was now authorized to pay. 

Mr. JONES briefly advocated his amendment. 
He said that he made this motion because he was 
opposed to allowing additional ‘compensation for 
night service. The mail is carried from Peters- 
burg, Virginia, to Weldon, North Carolina, both 
ways, in the night; also, from Augusta, Georgia, 
to Atalantay;in the same State, a distance of 171 
miles, both ways, in the night; and yet no addi- 
tional compensation is paid to either of them in 
consideration of this night service. 1 am aware 
that it has been said, on behalf of the Richmond 
and Fredericksburg company, that it is an advan- 
tage to the company to run the mail train in the 
night, as it will not then interfere with the burden 
trains on the road. Mr. J. said that he was sur- 
yrised to learn that the gentleman from Virginia, 
Mr. Gocearn,] from his remarks this morning, 
had fallen into the same error as to the advantage 
of night or day service, but upon far more erro- 
neous reasoning. If I understood the gentleman 


aright, he said the company owning the road || 


from Petersburg to Weldon is composed of slave- | 
holders; that, in the daytime, those slaves were 
engaged in the woods in procuring wood, and in 
the night they attended at the stations, to supply | 
the trains with fuel and water, and thus the ex- 
pense of a double set of hands is avoided. I am | 
a southern man myself—have been accustomed to 


extends, it is the custom in the South, in the em- | 
loyment of slaves—as I presume it is where free 
abor is employed—in all cases where the business 
engaged in requires hands day and night, that a 
double set of hands is employed; and nowhere in 
the South have I ever heard that the same hands 


were employed by day and night in any business || 


by their owners. I do not live in the neighbor- | 
hood of a railroad; but I doubt not that these rail- 
road companies, as well as everybody else, under 
similar circumstances, employ one set of hands 
for day service and another set of hands for night 
service. Iam assured by gentlemen around me, 
who live in the vicinity of those southern rail- 
roads, that such is the fact. I hope my amend- 
ment will be adopted. 

The question being taken on Mr. Meaner’s sub- 
stitute, it was rejected. 

Mr. GOGGIN moved to amend the resolution 
so as to substitute the following: 

Whereas it is the duty of the Postmaster General to pro- 


| Co., Newbold & Cruft, and others, of the city 0! 


vide for due celurity, certainty, and security in the trans- 
portation of the mail,in order to relieve him from any em- 
barrassments under which he may labor by reason of exist- 


ing laws (as he construes them) or the usages of his dc- | 


partment, as they are now said to exist: 
Be it resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress cssembled, That 


, the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, authorized to 


renew the engagements heretofore existing for the trans- 
portation of the great northern and southern mail by the 
Richmond, Fredericksburg, and Potomac Railroad and 
Steamboat Company, at a price not less than that which 
has been paid by the present Postmaster General, as well 
as his predecessors, for the regular and satisfactory trans- 
portation of the said mail up to the month of July last. 


Disagreed to by tellers: Ayes 49, noes 107. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the committee rise and report the following rec- 
ommendation to the House: 

* That it be recommittedto the Committee onthe Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads, with instructions to inquire and report 
whether any and what further legislation of a general char- 
acter is required in relation to the transportation of tie mail 
by railroads and steamboats.” 

Mr. JAMIESON moved to amend Mr. Rock- 
WELL’s amendment as follows: 


Resolved, ‘That, by way of amendment to the several prop- 


ositions before the committee, the committee recommend to 
the House a recommitmentof the same to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, with instructions to report a 
bill granting equal mail facilities thronghout the Union. 

Disazreed to. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, moved to amend Mr. 
Rock wetw’s amendment, by adding after the word 
** steamboat’’ the words ‘* or by any other mode.”’ 


‘Jan. 10, 


‘| By Mr. WHITE: The petition of George F. De ja } 
and William P, Sanger, praying compensation for «< 

rendered in the Navy Department. Also, the 

Horatio Sprague ; heretofore presented. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of Valery Gainniec 
ing for the correction of an error in an act of confirnat, 
Jand. 

By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of citizens of War, 
ham, Sandwich, and Rochester, Massachusetts, praying thas 
a new collection district may be es‘ablished with ap, 
entry at Wareham, to include the towns of Wareha 
wich, and that part of Rochester called Sippican. 

By Mr. ABBOTT: The petition of J. F. Mahanahan and 
106 others, citizens of Lowell, Massaehusetts, praying that 
the thirteenth section of the act of Congress of July 4, 1x2 

may be so far modified that no patents valid and operative ig 
the law shall be surrendered. P 

By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connceticut: That the Petition 
and papers of William Queen be taken from the files ang 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Billings, Ch 
and others, citizens of Medina and Summit counties, jj 
Ohio, for a tri-weekly mail route from Hudson to Biyns 
wick. Also, the petition of L. W. Curtis and others, ¢t). 
zens of Trumbull, Portage, and Summit counties, Ohio, for 
a tri-weekly mail route from Warren, in Trumbull coun, 
to Hudson, in Summit county. Also, the petition of Pete; 
Allen and others, citizens of Kinseman, Trumbull county 
Ohio, praying for peace with Mexico. ‘ ” 

By Mr. MEADE: That the petition of Samuel Jones he 

| taken from the files of the House, and referred to the Cop. 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. BEALE: ‘The petition of Samuel Butler, praying 
to be placed upon the list of invalid pensioners. ae 

By Mr. DICKINSON: A petition from citizens of Craw. 
ford county, Ohio, praying Congress to repeal so much of 
the act of March 3, 1847, as repeals that part of the act of 
the 3d of March, 1845, which allows newspapers to be sen; 
through the mail free of postage. 
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Mr. ROCKWELL accepted Mr. Hatu’s amend- 


ment as a modification. 


Mr. McKAY moved to amend Mr. Rockwe.w’s 
amendment by adding the following : 


“ Also, to ascertain the terms upon which the department 


ean be released from the contract with the bay company 
for the transportation of the mail; also, the terms upon 
which a contract ean be made with the Fredericksburg and 
Potomac Railroad Company for the transportation of said 
nvail.?? 


Mr. ROCKWELL accepted Mr. McKay’s 


amendment as a modification. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Rock- | 


WELL’s amendment, and decided in the negative— 
ayes 85, noes 92. 

The committee then rose and reported the joint 
resolution as amended. 

On motion, it was ordered that when this House 
adjourns it will adjourn to Monday next. 

‘And, on motion, the House adjourned. - 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions were presented and re- | 


ferred : 

By Mr. DUNN: The petition of Gideon Walker, asking 
pay for services as an enlisted soldier, from the year of 1792 
to 1795. 


By Mr. SYLVESTER: The petition of Skelton Felton, | 


praying for a pension for wounds received while in the ser- 
vice of the United States, during the late war with Great 
Britain. : 

By Mr. COCKE: The petition of William C. MaHticoat, 
and 124 other citizens of Grainger county, in the State of 


| Tennessee, praying Congress to establish a post route from 
Thorn Hill, in said county,to Blain’s Cross Roads. 


By Mr. PHELPS: Petitions of citizens of Newton and 
Jasper counties, Missouri, for asemi-weekly post route from 
Bolivar, via Dade C, I., to Neosho. 

By Mr. NICOLL: The memorial of James Wilson, Smith, 
Thurgar & Co., Barclay & Livingston, Davis, Brooks & 

{New York, 
praying to be refunded the amount of duties paid by them 
upon merchandise destroyed by the great fire which occurred 


| in that city July 19, 1845. 


By Mr. McI{LVAINE: The memorial of the “ New Gar- 


| den Monthly Meeting of Friends,’’ held in Chester county, 
slavery ail my life; and, so far as my knowledge || 


Pennsylvania, praying that Congress shall adopt immediate 
and eflicient measures to terminate the existing war with 
Mexico by the withdrawal of the American troops from the 
Mexican soil, and against the acquisition of any teritory; 
but, if territory shall be acquired, that the perpetual prohibi- 
tion of slavery be made a primary condition ; and in favor of 


| asystem of arbitration of all national differences. 


By Mr. HOLMES, of New York: The petition and other 
papers of Captain Thomas Dewar, asking pay for money ad- 
vanced while in the service of the United States in the last 
war with Great Britain. 

By Mr. McCLELLAND: The petition of Mrs. Catharine 


_ Toifman, widow of the late Lieutenant Colonel William 


Hoffman, for a pension. . 
By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Job Johnson, and 


| others, citizens of Ohio, fora new mail route from Pitts- 


burg, Pennsylvania, to Mansfield, in Ohio. 

By Mr. PENDLETON : The petition of Lewis McKenzie, 
praying to be paid money advanced for transportation of 
troops. e 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Thomas Scott, Inte 
register of the land ®ffice at Chilicothe, Ohio, praying 
compensation for extra services connected with the duties 
of his office ; heretofore presented, April 1, 1844. Alsu, the 
petition of Samuel Reed, of Pike county, Ohio, praying pay- 
ment for part of a tract of land purchased of the United 
States, the title to which has not been maintained; hereto- 

| fore presented, January 21, 1846. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 10, 1848. 


The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- 
proved. 

THE SOUTHERN MaIL. 

When the House adjourned 6m that day, the 
l! pending question was on agreeing to the amend- 

ments reported by the Committee of the Whole, to 
|| wit: the amendment of Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, 

and the amendment of Mr. Hatt, of Missouri, 
as published with the proceedings of that day. 

| The question on agreeing to these amendments 
coming up to-day— 
| Mr. GOGGIN moved to recommit the resolu- 
| tion and amendments with the following instruc- 
| tions: ** To report upon all the facts in relation to 
| the subject-matter of the said resolution, with such 
| modification or alteration of the same as may be 
| deemed expedient.” 

Mr. GOGGIN remarked, in support of this 
'motion to recommit, that the Committee on the 
| Post Office and Post Roads had reported no facts 
| accompanying their resolution. In order to en- 
| able them to do so, and to do justice.to the original 
mover of the resolution, he wished it recommit- 
ted; and he hoped the question would be disposed 
of without further delay. 

Mr. BRODHEAD said the gentleman from 
|| Virginia desired this bill to be recommitted for the 
|| purpose of having the facts reported to the House. 
1 de thought the facts had been sufficiently stated 
'| to the House, as well by the Postmaster General 
| as by those who had discussed the question here. 
|| The gentleman desired to eg rid of this bill, and, 
1 therefore, he (Mr. B.) thotght the best way to 
|| dispose of it would be to lay the whole subject on 
| the table. He therefore made that motion. 
| The question being taken, it was decided in the 
| negative: Yeas 69, nays 124. 
he motion then recurred on agreeing to the 
motion to recomimit with instructions, when— 

_ Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved the previous 
| question, which was seconded, and the main ques- 
} tion ordered to be now put, viz: Will the House 
| agree to the first amendment reported by the Com- 
|, mittee of the Whole, (Mr. Jones’s ?) 
| The yeas and nays on this question were an- 
| nounced as follows : 
| YEAS—Messrs. John Quiney Adams, Bingham, Birdsall, 
| Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, William 6 
| Brown, Charles Brown, Cathcart, Chase, Beverly L. Clark, 
| Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Collins, Cummins, 
| Daniel, Dickey, Dickinson, Daniel Duncan, Edsall, Embree, 
| Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, Featherston, Ficklin, Fries, 
|| French, Gentry, Willard P. Hall, Hammons, Harris, Henley, 
|, Hill, Elias B. Holmes, George S. Houston, Charles J. Inger- 

| soll, Jamieson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, James H. John- 

| son, Robert wW. Johnson, George W. Jones, Kennon, Labm, 
| La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, 
| Maclay, McClelland, MeClernand, McKay, Mann, Marvin, 
| Miller, Morris, Morse, Nelson, Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Pey- 
| ton, Phelps Pillsbury, Putnam, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, 
| Robinson, Rockhill, Rose, Rumsey, Sawyer, Sherrill, Simp- 
' son, Sims, Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, 
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charles f. Stuart, Thomas, James Thompson, Jacob Thomp- || 
eg, John B. Thompson, William Thompson, Turner, 
Ve nable, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, Wiley, and Wood- 
rard—97. 
wNAYS—Mesers. Abbott, Green Adams, Ashmun, Bar- 
ringer, Barrow, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Belcher, Blanchard, 
Bocock, Batts, Boydon, Brady, Butler, Cabell, Canby, | 
Chapnan, Clingman, Cocke, Conger, Cranston, Crisfield, | 
Crowell, Crozier, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, Garnett Duncan, 
Bekert, Edwards, Fisher, Flournoy, Preediey, Fulton, Gayle, 
G yzin, Gott, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, 
Ha-k ll, Henry, [saac E. Holmes, Join W. Houston, Hub- 
hard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Joon W. Jones, Kauf- 
man, Kellogg, Taomas B. King, Daniel P. King, William 
‘y. Lawrence, Levin, Lincoln, McDowell, Melivaine, Marsh, 
M-ale, Morehead, Matlin, Murphy, Nes, Newall, Nicoll, |) 
Outlay, Palfrey, Pendleton, Pollock, Preston, Julius Rock- 
well, John A. Roekwell, Root, St. John, Schenck, Siepperd, | 
Caleb B. Smith, Traman Smith, Stephens, Andrew Stew- 
art, Stroam, Sylvester, ‘Tallmadge, ‘Thibodeaux, ‘Taylor, 
Tompkins, Richard W. Thompson, Robert A. Thomp-on, |! 
Toombs, Van Dyke, Vintua, Warren, White, and Wilson 
— 
The SPEAKER voted in the negative, thus 
equalizing the vote, whereby the amendment was | 
Jost. | 
The question was then put on agreeing to the 
second amendment reported by the Committee of | 
the Whole, (Mr. Hatw’s,) and decided in the af- | 
firmative: Yeas 101, nays 91. 


The question was ek. pat on ordering the joint || 
resolution to be engrossed and read a third time, | 
and it was decided in the negative without a divis- 
ion. 

So the joint resolutidn was rejected. 


THE PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. | 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. J. R. Ineersou, of 
Pennsylvania, in the chair,) and proceeded to the 
consideration of the resolutions referring the Presi- 
dent’s annual message to the various appropriate 
committees, 


Mr. McCLERNAND having the floor, ad- | 
dressed the House as follows: 

Mr. Cuainman : It is due, perhaps, to the com- | 
mittee, that I should renew the apology now, 
which I felt constrained to offer the other day 
when I appealed to the committee to adjourn this | 
question temporarily, to enable me to speak upon 
itunder more favorable circumstances. Certain- 
ly, sir, upon no other ground than that of physi- | 
cal indisposition, would [ have ventured so far 
from my humble course here as to have asked so | 
great a concession. In return, gentlemen, for 
your kindness and consideration, I can only offer 
you the humble tribute of my thanks and grati- 
tude, which [ beg you to accept. 

These, Mr. Chairman, are critical and porten- 
tous times; an accidental conjuncture threatens 
the success of the cherished principles of Democra- 
cy, and all who are friendly to the present repub- 
lican Administration are imperiously called upon to 
come forth promptly and boldly in its defence. 
All who profess to be Democrats should now prove 
their faith by their works. For one, sir, | pro- 
pose to do this; and, that I may do it with the 
more success, I shall indulge in a somewhat exten- | 
sive range of debate. 

First, sir, it is my purpose to review the great 
measures that distinguished the internal or domes- 
lc policy of the present Executive Administration, 
and in like manner, on some future occasion, its 
external or foreign policy—especially the justice 
of our cause in the existing war with Mexico; 
thus affording, as a whole, a general survey of 
the conduct of our Government on the most im- 
portant events of modern times. 

Proceeding, sir, at once to the first and present 
branch of my pregnant theme, I will be allowed to 
premise that great and fundamental changes have 








ne 





occurred in the administration of the Government | 


within afew years past. Upon the accession of 
the Democratic party to the control of Congress in 
1843 and 1844, they found the policy lately before 
established by the Federalists in full operation. 
True, President Tyler, as if directed by some divine 
power, arrested that fearful and fatal consumma- 
tton—a United States bank; but other measures 
little less mischievous survived to afflict the coun- 
try. The mandamus and distribution acts. still 
blotted the statute book; the question of the policy 
and power of this Government to engage in schemes 
of internal improvement remained to be settled; 
the black tariff to be replaced by a revenue tariff ; 
the constitutional treasury to be restored; and the 


graduation principle, if possible, ingrafted upon 
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The Constitution declares that ‘ the times, places, 


| dictatorial authority to demand of the States to 
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the purse and the sword—they thought would 
prove as disastrous to liberty here as it had else- 
where. Hence, in 1817 and 1818, Congress, in 
pursuance of this example of abstinence from the 
exercise of doubtful powers, passed the following 
| declaratory resolutions in the negative; and that, 
| too, after a protracted and elaborate debate, in 
which such statesmen as Barbour of Virginia, 
Blount of Tennessee, Cobb of Georgia, Desha 
of Kentucky, Holmes of Massachusetts, and 
Ringgold of Maryland, took an active and con- 
spicuous part in the negative. The resolutions 
are as follow: 

Ist. Resolved, That Congress has power, under the Conati- 
tution, to construct post-roads and military roads : Provided, 


That private property be not taken for public use without 
just compensation. 

Yeas 82, nays 84, 

Qd. Resolved, That Congress has power, under the Con- 
stitution, to construct roads and canals necessary for cem- 
merce between the States: Provided, That private property 
be not taken for public purposes without just compensation. 

Yeas 71, nays 95. 

3d. Resolved, That Congress has power, under the Con- 
stitution, to construct canals for military purposes: Provided, 
That no private property be taken for any such purpose 
without just compensation theretor. 

Yeas 81, nays 83. 

Such, sir, was the course of Congress upon this 
subject down to 1817 and 1818, and such the 
ground upon which it was rested. Yet, sir, accord- 
ing to the history of organized power everywhere, 
we find that in 1829, when General Jackson had 
succeeded to the Presidency, that this early and 
long-continued practice and construction of the 
Constitution had been overthrown, and a most 
loose and latitudinous one adopted in its stead. 
Wild and extravagant schemes of internal im- 
provement had become the order of the day. Du- 
ring the immediately previous administration of 
Mr. Adams, it had found the greatest favor and 
had been pushed to excess; so much so, that in 
less than ten years after its introduction, more than 
$200 ,000,000 had been asked for various objects of 
internal improvement. President Jackson saw that 
the alarming evil demanded a speedy remedy, and 
he then boldly and nobly stepped forth to save his 
country from a career of corruption, bankruptcy, 
and ruin, as he had before saved her from the arms 
of a foreign foe upon the ever-memorable plains of 
New Orleans. e vetoed or refused to sign the 
following acts : a 

‘““An act making appropriations for building 
light- houses, light-boats, beacons, and monuments, 

placing buoys, improving harbors, and directing 
surveys.”” ‘*An act authorizing subscription for 
stock in the Louisville and Portland Canal Com- 

any.”’ ‘“ An act for the improvement of certain 
Sarbare, and the navigation of certain rivers.”’ 
And finally, ‘* An act to improve the navigation 
of the Wabash river.” ‘ 

In his objections to the last-mentioned act, he 
says: ee 

«“ The desire to embark the Federal Government in works 
of internal et in the highest degree, 
during the first session the first Congress that I had the 
honor to meet in my present situation. hen the bill au- 
thorizing a subscription on the part of the United States for 
stock in the Maysville and Lexington Turnpike Company 
passed the two Houses, there had been reported by the Com- 
mittees on Internal Improvements bills containing appropri - 
ations for such objects, exclusive of those for the Cumber- 
land road, and for harbors and light-houses, to the amount 
of about one hundred and six millions of dollars. In this 
amount was included authority to the Secretary of the 
Treasury to subscribe for the stock of different companies 
to a great extent, and the residue was principally for the 
direct construction of roads by this Government. In addi- 
tion to these projects, which have been presented to the 
two Houses under the sanction and recommendation of their 
respective Committees on Internal Improvements, there 
were then still pending before the committees, and in me- 
morials to Congress, presented, but not referred, different 
projects for works of a similar character, the expense of 
which cannot be estimated with certainty, but must have 
exceeded one hundred millions of dollars.” 

Much, sir, was thus done by President Jackson 
to correct a growing evil, the consummation of 
which must be corruption, bankruptcy, and ruin; 
but still, much remained to be done. The rule he 
laid down only reached a part of the evil, and did 
not go far enough, as he afterwards admitied. 
It was reserved for Mr. Polk to extend the rule, 
and strike at the root of the whole evil—to finish 
the work commenced by his illustrious predeces- 
sor. And how didhe finish it? Simply by refer- 
ring the subject of river and harbor improvements 
to the States, who may clearly take cognizance of 
it, with the consent of Congress. But I will let 
the President speak for himself. He says: 











































the present land system. In short, a thorough 
work of reform and restoration challenged our best 
efforts. And how was that work performed? We 
shall see. 

, Upon the meeting of the twenty-eighth Congress 
in 1843 and 1844, the members of the House of 
Representatives found themselves much embar- 
rassed by a serious and important question, that 
stood in the way of the very organization of the 
body, which forced them to choose between dis- 
regarding what purported to be a law, and exclu- 
ding several of the States from a voice in the pro- 
ceedings of the body. This was the work of the 
mandamus act, which deserves to be explained. 


and manner of holding elections for Senators and 
Representatives shall be prescribed in each State 
by the Legislature thereof ; but the Congress may 
at any time, by law, make or alter such recula- 
tions, except as to the places of choosing Sena- 
tors.’’ 

This provision of the Constitution is of plain 
and obvious import; but a Federal Congress was 
not content to obey it. Rendered arrogant by the 
possession of ill-gotten power, they assumed the 





** make such regulations ’’ as the Constitution left 
only to Congress to make: in other words, they 
assumed to do indirectly what they were afraid to 
do directly. They passed a law requiring of such 
of the States as elected Representatives by ‘ gen- 
eral ticket’’ to cease to do so, and elect by ** dis- 
tricts.”’ The design of the law was obvious: it 
was to force New Hampshire, Georgia, Missis- 
sippi, and Missouri—four Democratic States—to 
abandon the mode of electing by general ticket, 
and to elect by districts. And the immediate 
effect of the law would have been to exclude the 
Representatives from those States, almost all of 
whom were Democrats, from a seat in the House. 
Such, sir, would have been the effect of the law. 
Well, what was the result? The States compro- 
mised by the usurpation disregarded the law; and 
a Democratic Congress, true in their devotion to 
the Constitution and to State rights, repealed it. 
They repealed it for numerous reasons, any one 
of which would have been sufficient to justify the 
act. It was unconstitutional, because it affirmed a 
subordination of the States to Federal authority, 
unknown to the Constitution; because, by a sort 
of legislative alchemy, it converted one power into 
two—the power of Congress to do a particular act 
into a compound power to require the States to do 
the same act. It was inewpedient, because it was 
designed to take immediate effect, which would 
have caused several of the States to incur the ex- 
pense and trouble of holding extra sessions of 
their Legislatures to give the mandate effect. It 
was wrong, because its motive and its object was 
to constitute a miserable, paltry, party triumph. 
And for that and other reasons, it was expunged 
from the statute-book; and thus the way was 
opened to the great and brilliant political reforma- 
tions which have followed under Mr. Polk’s ad- 
ministration. 

The first of these, Mr. Chairman, to which I 
shall give my attention, is that which recent and 
present circumstances seem to demand should be 
first noticed: I refer to the bold and patriotic stand 
taken by the President upon the subject of inter- 
nal improvements by this Government under ex- 
isting circumstances. I shall speak first to this 
subject, because justice to truth and the President 
demand that the attacks made upon both should 
be immediately repelled. Well, sir, what, then, 
has been the course of the President upon this 
perplexing question? Upon succeeding to the 
Presidency, like President Jackson, he found him- 
self much embarrassed by its inherent difficulties; 
which difficulties have been greatly aggravated by 
the conflicting legislation of Congress upon the 
subject. It is a fact, that for more than thirty 
years after the organization of the present Gov- 
ernment, no act was passed by Congress appro- 
priating public money for river and harbor im- 
provements. It appears that our predecessors 
accorded this power to belong to the States pecu- 
liarly. Warned by the experience of other na- 
tions, ~~ held that an absolute money power was 
absolute despotism: and, therefore, such of them 
as assisted in framing the Federal Constitution, 
through a jealous fear, were unwilling to unite 
such a power with that of the sword, which was 
' given to this Government. Such a conjunction— 
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“ The Constitution provides that ‘no State shall, without 
the consent of Congress, lay any duty of tonnage. 


lected, and expended by the States. We are not leftin the 


dark as to the objects of this reservation of power to the | 


States. The subject was fully considered by the convention 
that framed the Constitution. Itappears, in Mr. Madison’s 
report of the proceedings of that body, that one object of the 
reservation wae, that the States should not be restrained 
from jaying duties of tonnage for the purpose of clearing 
harbors. Other objects were named in the debates; and 
among them, the supportof seainen. Mr. Madison, treating 
on this subject in the Federalist, declares that— 

“é ‘The restraint on the power ot the States over imports 
‘and exports is enforced by all the arguments which prove 
‘the necessity of submitting the reculation of trade to the 
*Peteral Councils. [cis needless, trerefore, to remark fur- 
‘ther on this head, than that the manner in which the re- 


‘straint isqualified seems well calculated at once to secure | 


‘to the States a reasonable discretion in providing for the 
‘conveniency of their imports and exports, and to the United 
‘Stat i reasonable check agaiust the abuse of this disere- 


‘tion.’ ”? 


«The States may lay tonnage duties for clearing harbors, | 


improving rivers, or for other purposes; but are restrained 


from abusing the power, because, befure such duties can | 


take effeet, the © consent’? of Congress must be obtained. 
Hiere isa safe provision for the improvement of harbors and 


THE 


=f Bounded on the west by the Mississippi, on the | 
sth jj 
| 


the ‘consent’ of Congress, such duties may be levied, col- | 


south by the Ohio, on the east by the Wabash— 
three great rivers, floating a vast amount of com- 
merce and navigation—she would be furnished 
with ample means, at the lowest rate of tonnage 


|| duties, to improve and perfect the navigation of 


| these and other rivers, including the lilinois and 
| Reck rivers, in which she 1s immediately and 


| greatly concerned. 


j Bounded on the north by 
Lake Michigan, there she would be equaily well 
supplied with the means of improving and secu- 


| ring her only two harbors, at Chicago and Litve 
| Fort; the trade at which, especially at Chicago, 
| the pride of our State, is now quite large, and is 


rapidly increasing. It will not only accomplish 


all this, but more; it would exempt Hlinois from 


rivers in the reserved powers of the States, and in the aid |} 


they may derive from duties of tonnage levied with the con- 
sent of Congress. 1 safeguards are, that both the State 
Legislatures and Congress have to concur in the act of rais- 
ing the funds; that they ¢ 
upon the commerce of those ports which are to profit by the 


proposed improvement; that no question of conflicting 


power or jurisdiction is involved; that the expenditure be- | 


ing in the hands of those who are to pay the money and he 
immediately benefited, will be more carefully managed and 
more productive of good than if the funds were drawn trom 


the national treasury, and disbursed by the officers of the | 
that such a system will carry with it | 


General Government; 


re in every instanee to be levied | 


the burden of paying heavy and perpetual contri- 
butions for the improvement of harbors and the 
navigation of rivers in which she is not interested. 
And this reasoning should apply with equal force 
to Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, Arkansas, 
Iowa, and Missouri—whose rich and populous city 
of St. Louis would afford abundant means to make 
and preserve one of the best. harbors in the world 


| —and, in fact, with more or less force to all the 
| States. 


Upon the ground of expediency, there- 
fore, upon which I place this argument, the plan 
proposed by the President should prove generally 
acceptable. 

But, sir, time presses, and I must pass on more 


| rapidly. Early during Mr. Polk’s administration, 
| the question of the repeal of the law distributing 


no enlargement of Federal power and patronage, and leave ij 
the States to be the sole judges of their own wants and in- |} 


terests, wiih only a conservative negative in Congress upon 

any abuse ofthe power which the States may attempt. 
“Inder this wise evstem, the improvement of harbors 

and rivers was commenced, or rather continued, from the 


organization of the Government under the present Constitu- | 


tion. Many acts were passed by the several States levying 


duties of tonnage, and many were passed by Congress giving | 
Sueh acts have bern passed | 


their consent to those acts. 


by Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Maryland, | 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, and 
have been sanctioned by the consent of Congress. 
Such, Mr. Chairman, is a brief outline of the | 
history of internal improvements by this Govern- 
ment, and such has been Mr. Polk’s course upon 


” 


that subject. 


shall condemn him for exercising, according to the 
diciates of his conscience, an unquestionable con- 


stitutional power, for vetoing one or two bills, the | 
titles of which professed to be what was belied by | 


their enactments?—which united in grotesque and 
corrupt conjunction Great Wood’s Hole, Little 
Sodus bay, Hog Island channel, and the like no- 
menclature, with the mighty Mississippi and great 


lakes, which would have taken from the treasury, | 
in time of war, perhaps millions of money, and | 
thereby lessened the ability of the Government to | 


Who now shall reproach him for | 
broaching a new and untried theory? Who now || 





feed and clothe our armies and maintain their sue- || 


cess in the field; whichewould have created a na- | 
tional debt pro tanto, and thereby, perhaps, a || 
national bank—thus leading ultimately to the cor- | 


ruption and consolidation of the Government, and 
consequently to despotism. I too, sir, voted 
against these bills, for which I also have been 
abused; but with no other effect than to confirm 
me in a fearless and faithful discharge of my duty. 
I also voted against certain resolutions declaratory 
of the power of Congress over the subject of inter- 


nal improvements, which were adopted here a few || 


days ago. 


I voted against these resolutions for | 


many reasons, and, among others, because | || 


thought they were thrust upon the House out of 


time and propriety; because the previous question | 
was asked upon them before they were read at the | 
Clerk’s desk, which was ordered by the combined | 
vote of the Federal side of the House—thus cutting || 


off all debate, consideration 
Mr. BRODHEAD. And amendment. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. 
ment. I voted against it, because it appears to be 
artfully drawn up, so as to afford a constitutional 


sanction to profligate bills already vetoed, or which | 


tnay hereafter deserve to be vetoed; and because, 
too, 1 thought } discovered a covert blow in it, aimed 
at the President, as was proven tobe true by the de- 


claration made immediately upon the passage of || 


the resolution, that **a bill would be founded upon 
it which would be passed over the President's 
head.”’ 

I have reason to believe, sir, that the plan pro- 
posed by the President will prove satisiactory to 
the State 1 have the honor in part to represent. 


| the States, when the revenue from imports, taxed at 


; |} was objectionable on many accounts. 
Yes, sir, and amend- 


| they have found in the wilderness, and dignify by 
|| their courage and patriotism; which has drawn 


the proceeds of the sales of the public lands among 
the States, came up for consideration. This meas- 
ure originated with the great man of Ashland, 


| (Mr. Clay,) who continued to urge it with his | 


ereat talents and influence, until it obtained the 
sanction of Congress. General Jackson, with dif- 
ferent views of public policy, regarded the meas- 
ure as of dangerous tendency, and, therefore, | 
arrested its consummation by the Executive veto | 
We all recollect the fierce partisan war that was 
vaged against the ‘*Old Hero’’ for this act, and | 
how he bore himself triumphantly in the contest. 


| Thus defeated, the measure remained inoperative 


until 1841; when a ** Federal Congress’’ exhumed | 
it from the grave, and galvanized it into a sort of 
quondam rickety existence, Tradition tells us then | 
that it was distribution, and that other short-lived | 
and execrable shape, the bankrupt law, came forth |! 
as twin and dependant offspring of the same act | 
of political adultery. They came forth as the | 
formidable shapes that sprang from the brain of 
Lucifer to guard the gates of Hell: 
“ The one seem’d woman to the waist, and fair; 
But ended foul in many a sealy fold, 
Voluminous and vast !—a serpent arm’d 
With mortal sting; about her middie round, 
A cry of hell-hounds never ceasing bark’d 
Vith wide Cerberean mouths full loud, and rung 
A hideons peal; yet, when they list, would creep, 
If aught disturb’d their noise, into her womb, 
And kennel there.” 

Such was the image of that frightful moral prod- | 
igy, the Lankrupt law, with its foul and double 
features of voluntary and involuntary bankruptcy; 
which mocked at the faith of contracts, and af- | 
forded a sanctuary for near fifty thousand debtors 
against the demands of their creditors. 

** The other shape, 
If shape it might be called that shape had none, 
Distinguishable in member, joint, or limb; 
Or substance might be called, that shadow seemed, 
* ° * What seemed bis head 
The likeness of a kingly crown had on.” 


This, sir, was the likeness of distribution, with | 


its shadowy and conditional operation to disperse | 


the proceeds of the sales of the public lands among | 


a certain maximum rate of duties, should prove suf- | 
ficient to support the Government. This measure | 
) It was ob- | 
jectionable, because its tendency was to perpetuate | 


a land system which has already drawn more than |. 


$100,000,000 from the infant communities of the | 
west and southwest, as the price of the homes 


from Lllinois alone more than $10,000,000, and | 
which, aggravated by distribution, would tend to |, 


_ degrade the States to the character of mendicants | 
| at the throne of Federal power, by the hope 


of re- 


ceiving periodical alms. Distribution, sir, is the 


| entering wedge of a high restrictive tariff, which | 
|| must tax the people of the new States unequally || 


as consumers, to buy more and more lands, to be |! 
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sold chiefly to themselves at an advanced price te 
order that the proceeds thereof may be distributed 
among all the States; and for these, and other rea. 
sons unnecessary here to be mentioned, the ¢j) 
tribution act was repealed, 

Yes, sir, distribution was not only repealed, | ut 
Mr. Polk and the Secretary of the Treasury, M, 
Walker, cogently recommended the antagonist; sa} 
democratic measure of the graduation and redyo. 
tion of the price of the public lands to settlers and 
cultivators. ‘They recommended this measure. 
and I, as a member of the Committee on Pub}. 
Lands, had the honor of bringing it in a legislative 
form before this House. And what was the ro. 
sult? It was strenuously opposed by the whole 
Federal phalanx; particularly by the gent man 
from Vermont, [Mr. Cortamer,] whose abilities 
now grace the head of the Land Committee; by the 
distinguished gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vixroy,) 
who has been promoted to be chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means; and by the elo- 
quent gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Stepneys,] 
with whom I have the honor to be associated ), 
the Land Committee, and Lhope not without the 
prospect of moving his bowels to compassion {oy 
the meritorious but much-abused class of pioneers 
and settlers. It was thus opposed; yet, sir, afier 
one of the most tremendous struggles which ever 
occurred in Congress, it was passed by this House, 
and afterwards by the Senate, with some modifica- 
tion, which caused it to be lost for the want of time 
for its further consideration. 

It is to be regretted, sir, that so importanta 
measure should have been lost. Its enactment 
into the force of a law would have been attended 
with the most beneficial consequences. It would 
have reduced and graduated the prices of the pub- 
lic lands according to their staan value, and thus 
strengthened the liberties of the country by in- 
creasing the number of independent freeholders, 
It would have increased our agricultural surplus, 
and thereby our national wealth, by extending the 
area of agricultural labor. It would have hastened 
the period for lopping off a cumbrous and expen- 
sive branch of Federal patronage. It would have 
secured to the Government a fair equivalent for the 
public lands. In fine, it would have crowned the 
labors of a Democratic Administration with com- 
plete success. Lost, however, as the measure 
was, itis still the merit of a Democratic President 
and Congress that its principle was, for the first 
time, concurrently approved, under their auspices, 


dis- 


by two departments of the Government. 


But, sir, as glorious as are these results, another 


' equally, if not more glorious, remains to be added. 


I refer to the liberation of the country, and its !a- 
bor and interests, from the shackles of a restriclive 
and oppressive tariff. As Jefferson had contribu- 
ted to redeem the country from the despotism of 


i, the alien and sedition laws—as Jackson, with a 


bold hand, had struck down that harlot of iniqui- 


_ ty, the United States Eank—as Van Buren had re- 
| leased the Government from a corrupting connec- 
| tion with State banks, and poised it upon its own 


self-acting and self-preserving powers, under the 


| Constitution; so President Polk, emulating these 
|| great examples, has contributed powerfully, by his 


well-directed and persevering efforts, to relieve the 


_ country from the blighting system of commercial 


restrictions. The oppressive and unjust tariff of 
1842, enacted by a Federal Congress, was in full 
operation when Mr. Polk came to the Presidency; 
and, like all other enactments founded in the in- 
terests of favored classes, was strong in its very 
principle of exclusion. Five hundred thousand 
manufacturers, with all their influence of capital, 


business, and association, sustained it with the 


unity of a common interest and the activity of one 
will. Clad in purple and tinselled with gold, they 
contended for the retention of a profit of 50, 100, 
and 150 per cent. per annum upon capital, against 
more than four millions of agriculturists, artisans, 
and navigators, whose only object was to obtain a 
fair reward for labor. The contest was for a long 


| time doubtful. Once tawdry wealth overcame hon- 
| est toil; but justice and the democracy of numbers 


finally triumphed, and the * black tariff’ of 1842 
was replaced by the revenue tariff of 1846. ‘ Hap- 
py, glorious result!—the emancipation of labor 
from the bonds of capital !—a second declaration 
of independence! The grand and instructive event 
should ever stand asa light and a guide for the 
future ! 

Whatever, sir, may be the policy of other na 
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tions, that of the United States consists preémi- | 
nenty in free trade. Experience not only bears 
testimony to this great truth, but God himself has 
stamped it with an omnipotent hand in the ever- 
jasting features of the country—in Its vastextent, | 
its diversities of soil and climate, its superior adap- | 
cation to the production of breadstutis and cotton, | 
the great staples for feeding and clothing mankind 
—which, in our hands, must eventually secure to 
us the control of the commerce and exchanges of 
the world. Hear, sir, what the great man who 
presides over the Treasury Department says of 
its beneficent operation and promise in his late re- 
port $ I 

« The new tariff has now been in operation more than | 
tweive months, and has greatly augwented ihe revenue and 
praspority ofthe country. ‘The net revenue trom duties (-ee 
tiie NN) daring the twelve montis ending lst December, 
tat’, auder the new tarid, is $31,530,000 ; being &3,528,595 
wore han Was received during the twelve months preced- 
ny, uuder the taviif of 1542. ‘The net revenue of the first 
quarter of the first fical year, under the now tariff, was 

(1,105,257 41; whilst in the same quarter of the preceding | 
year, wader the tariff of 1812, the net revenue was only 
«i (o3.925 58. Ifthe revenue for the three remaining quarters 
siould equal in the average the first, then the net revenue | 
trom duties, during the firstiiscal year ofthe new tuiff, would | 
be ~4i,425,029 64. If, however, the comparison is founded | 
on all the quarterly returns fur forty-eight years, (as far back | 
as given quarterly in the treasury records,) and the same 
proportion for the several quarters applied to the first quar- | 
ver of this year, it would make its net revenue $40,358,015 
(per table C.)*? = - " i . 

«“ Comparing the first twelve months ending the Ist of De- 
cember, 1847, under the new tarifi, with preceding years, 
we tind proofs of increased prosperity. The revenue has 
Jugely augmented ; so also have the imports, exports, and 
tonnage, Our imports of specie, our coinage at the mint, our 
agricultural and mineral products, our commerce and navi- | 
gation, the business upoa our lakes, rivers, and coastwise— 
upon our railroads and canals—whilst in every direction 
manufactories are being established or enlarged, and new 
muulacturing towns and cities are springing into exist- 
ence.” * * Instead of ruin, we find prosperity; the 
mauufacturers receiving fair profits, and the workinzmen 
mgmented wages and employment.”?> * * And now, 
wien, under our suecessful example, the ports of Europe 
are most probably about being more widely opened toall our 


extinguish the dawning light of commercial freedom? Every- 
where nations ace being aroused upon this subject; their 
stitesmen are resisting the interested classes, and exposing | 
the injury and injustice of shackles upon trade, and will | 
soon enroll the names of other countries On the great inter- | 
national league of commercial freedom for the benefit of 
mankind. It was ourown country and her public function- 
aries who proclaimed these great truths before they had re- | 
ceived the sanction of other nations.” * * * 





mouve lo persevere until the free-trade doctrines of Great 
Britain and America—the two great nations of kindred blood 
wil language—shall open the ports and disenthral the com- 
merce of the world.” ° # e ’ P 

“France, Russia, Germany, Austria, Italy, Prussia, Swit- 
zerland, Hotiand, Belgium, Denmark, and Sweden, and 
even Cuina, have moved, or are vibrating or preparing to 
move in favor of the same great principle; and if our own 
country and Great Britain adhere to their present enlighten- | 
ed poticy, the rest of the world must lose their commerce, | 
oradopt, as they will, our example.” r 


I come now, Mr. Chairman, to speak of the | 
last measure in the series of the triumphs of this 
Administration to which my limited time will al- 
low me to give attention at present. I refer, sir, 
to the constitutional treasury, upon which that 
great and virtuous statesman, President Van Bu- 
ren, fell; but which, under Mr. Polk’s recommend- 
ation, has superseded the act of 1789, for the cus- 
tody of the public money. ‘This measure, like the 
revenue tariff, was strenuously opposed by the 
horde of bankers, brokers, stoc -jo bas, and usu- 
rers; many of whom, as custodiers of the public 
treasure, had speculated upon it, from the repeal 
of the constitutional treasury in 1841, by a Federal 
Congress, to the date of its restoration, in 1846, 
by a Democratic Congress ; and who, therefore, 
were unwilling to give itup. The country may 
now congratulate itself upon a better state of 
things. The taxes drawn from labor are no longer 
subject to bank failures and bank frauds—they 
cannot be prostituted to‘party purposes—they are 
in the responsible custody of the law. The sim- 
plicity of such a system of finance, in its direct 
provisions, for the collection, safe-keeping, and 
disbursement of the public revenues, by officers 
appointed, and penally and otherwise bound for 
that purpose, should commend it to the especial 
favor of the friends of State rights and republican 
Virtue. But hear, in, whet the Secretary of the 
Treasury (Mr. Walker) says of the operation of 
the constitutional treasury: 

“The receipts and disbursements of the Government in 
Specie, during the last eleven months, have amounted, to- 
gether, to the sum of $96,294,402 49; and not a dollar has 
been lost to the treasury, nor any — inflicted upon any 
branch of commerce or business. constitutional treas- 


asc 


| disbursement. 
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ury has been tried during a period of war, when it was 
necessary to negotiate very large loans, when our expendi- 
tures were being increased, and when transfers unpre- 
cedented in ameunt were required to distant points for 
During the last eleven months, the Govern- | 
nent has received, transferred, and disbursed more specie 
than during the whole aggregate period of fifty-seven years 
preceding since the adoption of the Constitution. * * * 
During the year ending 30th June, 1847, our imports of 
specie were 524,121,229, (sce table ‘l',) most of whieh, un- 
der former systeims, must have gone into the banks, to have 
been made the basis of issues of their paper to the addition- 
al amount of fifty or sixty millions of dollars. Such an ex- | 
pansion, during the last spring and summer, aceaimnpanted by 
sull higher prices, and followed by a greater fall, and by 
bankruptcies in England to an extent heretofore unknown, 
finding our banks and credit greatly expanded, and reacting 
upon Lats expansion, would have produced a revulsion here 
exceeding any that has heretofore occurred in the country. 
A general suspension of the banks would probably have re- 
sulted; depressing the wages of labor and prices of property 


' and products ; affecting injuriously th : operations and eredit 


even of the most solvent, and producing extensive bank- 
ruptcies. Frown this revulsion we have been saved by the 
constitutional treasury, by which the specie imported, 


| instead of being converted into bank issues, has been made 


to circulate directly to a great extent as a currency among 
the people—having been recoined here during the last cleven 


| months by the new orders of this departinent under the net | 


of 9th Feb:uary, 1793, and the zealous codperation of the | 
able and etlicient head of the mint At Philadelphia, to the 
unprecedented extent of $20,758,048 12; and there are thou 
sands of our citizens now -oivent and prosperous, who have 


| been saved from ruin by the wholesome operation of the 


constitutional treasury. ‘The banks thatso unwisely oppo- 
sed the system have been rescued, probably, from another 
suspension; their stockholders, depositors, and note-hold- 


| erstrom severe losses; and the country and Governinent 


| able in bank paper twenty per cent. below par; thus amount- 
exports, shall we check the advaneing spirit of the age, and |) 


from the ruinous effects of a depreciated paper currency. If 
the union of the Government with the banks had cuntinued, | 
and their suspension and the depreciation of their paper oc- 
curred during the war, requiring large specie disbursements, 
which suspended banks could not furnish, consequences 
the most disastrous to the honor and the interests of the 
country must have ensued. ‘The Government is now dis- | 
connected from banks, and yet its stock and netes are at | 
par, although we have been constrained to contract heavy 
loans, and to keep larger armics in the field than at any | 
former period. But during the last war, wien the Govern- 
ment was connected with banks, its six per cent. stock and 
treasury notes were depreciated twenty-five per cent., pay- 


ing to a loss of forty-five cents in every dollar upon the 
operations of the Government * ° . ° : - 
Now, for the first time in our history, although failures in 
England of the most unprecedented magnitude have oc- 
curred, including banks and bankers, yet our banks and 
credit are sound and stable, and the business of the country 
is still prosperous and progressive.”’ 


This quotation, Mr. Chairman, closes my hasty 


f I : | and, I fear, very imperfect sketch of the internal 
* With such results already from our efforts, we have every || 


or domestic policy of Mr. Polk’s administration; 
my vindication of the model President—the man 


| who has conducted one of the most brilliant wars 





| 
| 


| representative of a great nation. 


of any age—who has effected the greatest state | 
reforms of modern times—who, unambitious and | 
unaspiring, rose upon the spontaneous suffrages 
of his countrymen to the highest civil station on | 
earth, in which he stands forth the faithful reflex | 
of their sentiments and opinions, and the admired 
D Yes, sir, all 
this, and more, has been achieved under the au- 
spices of Mr. Polk’s administration; upon which 
we, his friends, tender you, his opponents, the 
issues offered by great principies. Will you meet | 
these issues? "We challenge you to meet them. | 


meneed by Mexico, but unnecessarily and uncon- 
stitutionally by President Polk. We also know 
that southern pro-slavery men and northern enii- 
slavery men, of the same political party, have uni- 
ted in electing our worthy ad distinguished 
Speaker, who, in moving the exclusion of slavery 
from Oregon, where it could not exist, introduced 
and provoked the agitation of the principle of the 
Wilmot proviso, for which he should be held re- 
sponsible or applauded, according to the judgment 
of the patriotic people. 

Mr. STANTON said, he had not anticipated a 
debate at this time on the subjects touched upon 
by the gentleman from Illinois who had just taken 
his seat; but as that gentleman had discussed, or 
given notice of his intention to discuss, the whole 
range of policy pursued by the present Adminis- 
tration, Mr. S. presumed it would be in order for 
him to take up at least one portion of it. And he 
was induced to do this the rather because it was 
his misfortune to differ in opinion from the Presi- 
dent on one of the topics adverted to in the mes- 
sage, while in regard to all the others he entirely 
and cordially concurred with him. In saying that 
he differed from the Executive on one subject, he 
referred to what had been said by the President in 
his messages at the opening of this and also at the 
last session of Congress on the policy of works of 
internal improvement by the General Government. 
Mr. 8S. said, he could not agree with some gentle- 
men on the other side of the House in the senti- 
ment that the veto power lodged by the Constitu- 
tion in the hands of the President was an arbitrary 
power, and regal in its character. While he doubt- 
ed not that the President had been perfectly hon- 
est and conscientious in his use of it in relation to 
certain projects of internal improvement, he con- 
sidered the power itself but as the vote which the 
Constitution gave to the President to countervail 
that of one-sixth of the members of the Senate 
and House of Representatives. One-sixth of both 
Houses, when added to a simple majority, made 
up just two-thirds of the entire number of mem- 
bers. He said, therefore, that the veto was but 
the vote which the Constitution put into the hands 
of the Executive. And he thought that members 
of Congress had no more right to complain of the 
manner in which the President used the constitu- 
tional vote given to him, than he had to complain 
of the manner in which the members used their 
own. Mr. 8. went on to observe, that not only 
did he believe the President to have been conscien- 
tious in his use of the veto, but that it required 
great firmness on his part to do what he did on 
this subject, inasmuch as it brought him into direet 
collision with many of the greatest men in his own 
political party, es well as some of the most dis- 
tinguished of the Administrations which had pre- 
ceded him. It took some moral courage to main- 
tain his ground against the opinions of such men 
as Caihoun and Cass, as Buchanan and Walker, 


| not to mention Se peers Secretary of War, Mr. 


if you are still for a national bank, a restrictive \ 


tariff, distribution, schemes of internal improve- 


ment, et alia enorma of Federalism; if you would | 


still pursue a policy which must unavoidably make | 
the rich richer and the poor poorer—which must || 


dangerously strengthen this Government, at the 
expense of the States and the people,—say so. 
Do not skulk behind a military chieftain, nor 
seek to shield yourselves by a temporary excite- 
ment or prejudice, which, when passed away, 
must leave you sunk still deeper in the mire of 
your political sins. ‘ 

Yes, sir, under Mr. Polk’s administration, the 
column to Democracy has been completed. Based 
upon truth, crowned with victory, inscribed with | 


| 
| 
i 
| 
i 
| 
i 
i} 
i} 
{| 
i 
' 
| 


“equal rights,” ‘free trade,” “cheap lands,” | 


‘* constitutional: treasury,’’ ‘‘ hard money,” and | 


the ** onward march of liberty,’’ it will ever stand 
an imperishable monument of the fame of its ar- 
chitect and the glory of the Republic. 

But what, sir, have our opponents been doing 
in the mean time? Without recurring to the past, 
I will speak only of the present. We know you 
have voted that Mexico commenced the present 
war by her aggressions. We know you have 
voted to place the army and navy of the United 
States—50,000 volunteers and $10,000,000—at the 
disposal of the President, to wage this war on our 
part. And we know that you have now turned 
round and voted that this same war was not com- 





} 
} 
i 


t 
} 
| 
} 
i 
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} 
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Marcy. He could not have forgotten that the 
Secretary of War of the present Administration 
had made a report to the President of the United 
States, which the President had sent both to the 


_ Senate and the House of Representatives, recom- 


mending many of those very measures which in 
the veto message were denounced as unconstitu- 
tional. Mr. 8S. must, thegefore, be permitted to 
say, that what the Executive had done in this 
matter required great moral firmness, and that the 
fact itself was strong presumptive evidence that, 
in taking such a step, the President had but fol- 
lowed a strong conviction of duty. Mr. S. repeat- 
ed, that it was nevertheless his misfortune to differ 
from the President; and he desired the opportu- 
nity of saying a few words, in order that he might 
point out some of the grounds of that difference. 
He understood the message to take the position 
that Congress, under the Constitution, possessed 
no power to facilitate navigation for the benefit of 
the country. The most of the President’r argu- 
ment in support of this position was either of a 
metaphysical or a philological character : that part 
of it which was historical would be found on ex- 
amination to be inaccurate in point of facts. As 
to the metaphysical and the philological reasoning 
of the President, Mr. S. should on this occasion 
say nothing; but in relation to the historical por- 
tion, he might refer you to a speech of a distin- 


| guished Senator from South Carolina at the last 


session of Congress, where they would find the 
historical facts put very differently from the man- 
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ner in which they were set forth in the message. 
And though Mr. 8. could not entirely agree in 
some of the very nice distinctions drawn by the 
Senator, yet he regarded his argument as unan- 
swerable in respect to the sense to be put on the 
constitutional power intrusted to Congress of 
** regulating commerce.’’ Before he had examin- 
ed that able argument, Mr. S. had held the opin- 
ion that Congress had not the power of facilitating 
navigation now claimed; but the Senator’s speech 
had changed his opinion. The honorable Senator 
based himself upon contemporaneous construc- 
tion, upon the action of the States, and upon the 
action of Congress at the introduction of the Con- 
stitution. Before the adoption of that instrument, 
as was well known, the States claimed the right 


of regulating commerce by facilitating navigation, | 
that power which the President now denied to || 
On the adoption of || 


Congress as unconstitutional. 
the Constitution, Congress claimed the right of do- 


ing the very thing which the States had done pre- | 


viously. On the 7th April, 1789, just one month 
after the Federal Government had gone into oper- 
ation, an act passed both Houses authorizing the 
erection of light-houses and the maintenance of 
buoys, beacons, &c., and provided that the cost of 
such erection and maintenance should be borne b 
the treasury of the United States, with the provi- 
#0, however, that this should continue but for a 
single year, unless, previously to the expiration 
of that period, the States respectively in which 
the light-houses, &c., were situated should cede 
to the United States the land on which they 
stood. 

Mr. S. said he considered the error into which 


the President had fallen to be this: he confined | 
himself to one particular class of improvements, | 


which were cotemporaneous with the adoption of 
the Constitution, thus drawing a distinction in the 
application of its language which did not in fact 
exist. He confined the power given by the Con- 
stitution to one particular class of improvements, 
which did not essentially differ from those in re- 
spect to which he denied it. What was the use 
of light-houses, buoys, and beacon-lights, unless 
it was to aid commerce, by facilitating navigation? 
And why was this whole class of subjects placed 
under the Department of the Treasury, if they 
had not that object? If a light-house or a buoy 
showed to the approaching mariner a rock ora 
shoal, and thus prevented him from shipwrecking 
his vessel upon it, and was for this end allowed 
to be built or placed by the direction of Congress, 
why was it not equally constitutional for Congress 
to effect the same end by removing the rock or the 
shoal, and taking it out of the way? And if it 
was in conformity with the Constitution to place 
a beacon-light or erect a light-house for this object 


on the shores of the Atlantic, why was it not | 


equally in conformity with that instrument to 


place one on the banks of the Mississippi, to show | 


to the pilot of a steamer a dangerous snag? 


And 


if it was constitutional to save the boat by placing | 


a light upon the snag, why was it not equally so 
to cut the snag away or root it up? 

Mr. 8. said it was with great regret he was 
compelled to differ on this subject from many of 
those with whom he had been in the habit of co- 
operating; but he must be permitted, with great 
respect, to ask them te show him the difference, 
in principle, and in view of the Constitution, be- 
tween these two operations; and further, to say 
whether the President must not have been mista- 
Ken in point of fact when he said that this power 
had not been exercised by Congress for the last 
thirty years. Mr. S. did not mean to be under- 
stood as impugning the accuracy of the facts stated 
by the President, or charging him with misrepre- 
senting them; but he thought the President’s mis- 
take arose, as he had already said, in confining 
his application of a constitutional power to one 
class of improvements only, where there was no 
essential ground for such a distinction. 

The President ee had declared, in the words 
of a former message of his to Congress, that Con- 
gress had from the foundation of the Government 
erected light-houses and placed buoys and beacon 
lights ‘* to render navigation safe and easy.’’ Now, 
if Congress had the power, and from the beginning 
had exercised the power of doing this, why might 
it not do whatever else was necessary to effect the 
~~. my oy end? “ 

{Here Mr. S. quoted the in the messa 
to which he had referred, and in wh the Free 


| 


dent says he shall not question or disturb the au- 
thority for such wire.) 

And accordingly the President had last year 
signed a bill appropriating $500,000 for light-houses 
on the coast. Mr. S. said that he had himself voted 
against the bill, because no appropriations were 
made for the West; in this he now admitted that 
he had done wrong; but he thought the President 
himself had been equally wrong in voting money 
to facilitate commerce by building light-houses, 
while he refused it for improving rivers and har- 
bors. The President put Pimself, in the one case, 
upon precedent for his justification; but if prece- 


stitution, Mr. 8. could show him as many prece- 
dents one way as the President could show the 
other way. 

Mr. S. had said that it required great moral cour- 
age on the part of President Polk to oppose himself 
to the opinions of great men of his own political 
party. In so doing, he placed himself in opposition 
both to the opinions and the course of action of 
Andrew. Jackson. So far as the doctrine of the 
veto agreed with and confirmed the opinions put 
forth and acted on by President Jackson, Mr. S. 
had heretofore stated that he approved of, and was 
| ready to maintain it. 

that the system had been carried too far; and it 
| waa probable that in the bills vetoed by President 
| Polk there were contained some items to which 
| this remark would justly apply. But Mr. S. held 
in his hand the evidence that, whatever might have 
| been the opinions of General Jackson, he had ap- 
| proved bills for objects as objectionable to the full, 
in point of principle, as any of the bills he had 
vetocd. In the very last year of his administration 
he approved and signed a bill for improving the 


_of New York. In the year 1836 he signed a bill 
to build a breakwater on Staten Island. In the 
year 1837 he approved and signed a bill for improv- 


for the navigation of the Mississippi. Andrew 


| to work by piecemeal. When he went into a re- 
| formation at all, he went into it boldly, alone, and 
| on a great scale. 
nor his party. Look at his attack on the Bank of 
, the United States. Had he deemed it right to go 


| dent Polk had done, he would have done so openly 
and left his deed on record. But Mr. 8. denied 
, that he ever did; and if he did, he had contradict- 
ed his own principles by the very last bill he ever 
| signed. 
| Mr. 8.,in — the position he now did, feared 
/not to plant his foot on ground consecrated by 
the name of that great man. Great he was; great 
in soul; and of that there was the evidence all 
around us. If any man doubted it, let him look at 
those noble public buildings whose erection marked 
the era of hisadministration. But let any one now 
walk up near our War Department, and he would 
find that a company of private individuals were 
| putting up a building for which that department 
were to pay them a rent of $15,000 per annum, (so 
at least he was informed.) Such were not the ideas 
of Andrew Jackson. Look at the public buildings 
of the Government, and see the enduring monu- 
_ ments of his greatness of soul. 
_ the largeness of his conceptions. Mr. S. desired to 
| see a continuance of the same way of thinking. 
|| But it was said thata light-house was a building, 
_and Congress had power to put up such a building, 
| because it might purchase the ground on which to 
erect it; and when the ground was purchased, Con- 
ress had the right by the Constitution of exclusive 
egislation there. Its language was: 

“To exercise exclusive legi>lation in all cases whatsoever, 
over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, 
by cession of particular States, and the acceptance of Con- 
gress, become the seat of the Government of the United 
States, and to exercise like authority over all places pur- 
chased by the consent of the Legislature of the State in 


which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, maga- 
ziues, arsenals dock-yards, and other needful buildings.” 


To the same effect was the reasoning in the veto 
message : 

«Congress did not even assume the power to erect light- 
houses or build piers without first purchasing the ground, 
with the consent of the States, and obtaining jurisdiction 
| over it.’? 
| . This language went upon the idea that jurisdic- 
| tion over a plot of ground 





dent was to govern his interpretation of the Con- | 


a 


as far in denying the power of Congress as Presi- | 


There was seen | 


ve Congress power 


| to do anything it pleased within those limits; it 
might put up any building it deemed of public 


' Constitution. : 
| held as it was restricted = the provisions in other 
t 
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| utility there. Was this so? Then Congress micht 


erect a church there, or a paper-mill; for nobody 


_ would deny that these were buildings of public 


utility. If it might put up a light-house, simply 


because it had exclusive jurisdiction over a bit of 
| land it had purchased, it might build a church by 
the side of it. No; if it had the power at all, j; 


must come from some other clause than this of the 
The power conveyed here must be 


parts of the instrument. could not do anything 


on this plot of ground than what other grants of 


the Constitution empowered it to do; otherwise al! 
Congress had to do was to get the soil of a certain 
State or part of a State conveyed to it, and straight 


it became omnipotent within those limits, and 


might do just what it pl: ased. 
While Mr. S. was speaking, there were very 


_great and important works going on, between 
_ which and those vetoed by the President no sound 


and just distinction could be satisfactorily shown; 
yet to these no man thought of objecting. He 
would ask gentlemen whether the United States 


_ officers engaged in that useful and important work 


He believed as Jackson did, | 


harbor of Oswego, on Lake Ontario, in the State | 


| ing the navigation of the Hudson river, and another | 


had a right to traverse the States, and do all the 
acts necessary to perfect that great undertaking, 
if the Government, under whose orders they acted, 
possessed no power to aid commerce by facilitating 
navigation ? 

It was held by some that because Congress had 
no jurisdiction over the soil of the States, it had 
therefore no power to construct works of internal 
improvement within their limits. But great rivers, 
like the Mississippi and Missouri and Ohio, were 
public highways, and no question of jurisdiction 
arose in regard to them. Any one might remove 
an impediment out of such a public highway with- 
out encrorching on the jurisdiction of any one of 
the States. What, in fact, had the question of 
jurisdiction to do with the matter? Nothing atall. 

But a gentleman from South Carolina last ses- 
sion justified the erection of light-houses, buoys, 


| &e., because Congress had maritime jurisdiction 


| Jackson was not the man to do things by inches— || 





| improvement. 


over the coasts of the United States. But what 


|, was maritime jurisdiction? Only the power to 
|| judge of contracts and the infringement of them 
He considered neither himself | 


which related to vessels and those who navigated 
them; and it was the same jurisdiction which was 
enjoyed by the State governments. It had nothing 
whatever to do with the power to execute works 
of internal improvement to facilitate navigation. 
But Mr. S. would refer the committee to some 


_ other persuasive arguments employed by the Presi- 
dent against the power for which Mr. 8S. con- 


| mail steamers, could it ran steamboats to Canton 


| and to all the islands of the Pacific? 


tended. He said: 

‘¢If the power to clear out or deepen the channels of riv- 
ers near their mouths be admitted, it is not easy to perceive 
how the power to improve them to their fountain-head and 
make them navigable to their sources can be denied. Where 
shall the exercise of the power, if it be assumed, stop? Has 
Congress the power, when an inlet is deep enough to admit 
a schooner, to deepen it still more, so that it will admit 
ships of heavy burden; and has it not the power, when an 
inlet will admit a boat, to make it deep enough to admita 
schooner? May it improve rivers deep enough already to 
float ships and steamboats, and has it no power to m- 

rove those which are navigable only for flat-boats aud 
forges?” 

That was the President’s argument. If the Uni- 
ted States Government might improve the naviga- 
tion of rivers near their mouths where their chan- 
nels were deep, therefore it must have the same 
power at the rivulets and springs which formed 
their source. This was much like the argument 
that because Congress had the power to use post 
roads for the conveyance of the public mail, there- 
fore it might make post roads in every quarter of 
the country, and to every man’s door. Was not 
the argument as good in the one case as in the 
other? Because Congress had the power to build 
vessels of war, might it therefore become a part 
owner and build ships for the purposes of com- 
mercial enterprise? Because it might construct 


If the Presi- 


| dent had power to purchase a right of way from 


the Atlantic to the Pacific, across the isthmus of 
Darien to Chagres, had he therefore an equal right 
to purchase a right of way from one ocean to the 
other, across Europe and Asia? Yet Mr. 8. s ar- 

ment against such a power was much like the 


| President’s argument against the power of inter 





said that, as 
| steamship at Pittsburg, it must possess the power 


At the last session, Mr. 8. had 
the Government were building ® 


of taking her down to the ocean; and if bars In- 
tervened in the river, it must have the power 
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removing them; and if it might remove them when 
the ship was just upon them, it might remove them 
py anticipation, a year beforehand; and if it could 
remove a year before, it might remove them ten 
years before. To this my colleague had replied, 
that if his.argument was sound, then Congress 
might build a ship on the top of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, and dig acanal from thence to the ocean, 
His colleague’s answer was about as good as the 
President’s. He put tt to gentlemen to show how 
one of these arguments was any stronger than the 
other. 

Mr. S. thought he had shown that an argument 
just as strong as that in the message against the 
power to improve navigation might be made 
against any power granted in the Constitution. 
But it was said that this power of internal im- 
provement was a fascinating, a seductive power, 
and, once admitted, would be sure to lead the 
Government beyond all bounds of prudence. And 
if it were, was not the fove of military glory, 
was not the thirst ef conquest equally fascina- 
ting, and might not this be as well urged against 
the war power in the Constitution ? 

Mr. S. regretted to differ in opinion from the Pres- 
ident, the more on account of the consequences 
which must follow the adoption of the Executive 
doctrines. Let the President’s positions once be 
conceded, and the result must be to blow out every 
light-house from Maine to Texas—to sweep away 
every pier, and. sea-wall, and breakwater, and 
buoy, and light-boat on the ocean and the lakes. 

The President contended that Congress had the 
power to authorize the States to levy tonnage du- 
ties for the purpoSe of making works of internal 
improvement for themselves. Mr. S. had arrived 
at a very different conclusion. The Constitution 
gave to Congress the power of laying tonnage 
duties, provided they be uniform throughout the 
Union. If Congress should grant this power to 
the States, and the right to make works of inter- 
nal improvement was incidental to the power of 
laying tonnage duties, why might not Congress, 
who possessed the power in its integrity, make 
works of the same kind? Congress possessed the 
whole power; the States must possess it only in 
part, 

According to the argument of the President, 
Congress was to judge what works might be made 
and what might not: it could prevent, but not 
make them; it might hamper, and encumber, and 
embarrass those who would exercise the power, 
but itcould not use it themselves. But Mr. Ss. 
insisted that if Congress could interfere with the 
power at all, it could exert the power itself. But 
the President saw that Congress had often granted 
this power to the States, and he brought prece- 
dents in warrant of such a proceeding. But if 
precedent constituted the warrant, Congress had 
as often exerted this power itself as-it had granted 
it to the States; and so it was just as good a war- 
rant for the one proceeding as for the other. The 
argument from precedent was equally good both 
ways. 

But, though such were Mr. S.’s views, he was 
ready to consent to any arrangement by which this 
long-vexed question might at length be settled. If 
this plan of granting to the States the right to im- 
pose tonnage duties and apply the proceeds to the 
improvement of these rivers and harbors, he was 
willing the thing should be so arranged: but he 
did not see how this was possible. Suppose, for 
example, the State of Louisiana should ask of 
Congress the right to impose tonnage duties to be 
applied to the levees, &c., in that State, did gentle- 
men suppose that all western States washed by the 
waters of the Mississippi would assent to the 
grant? What guaranty would they have that Lou- 
‘siana would make a proper use of the money? 
What security would they have that she would 
not apply it to her own exclusive benefit, in ways 
never intended by Congress? He granted that in 
such cases as in the harbors of New York, and 
Boston, and Baltimore, the plan might perhaps 
work well; but on the great streams of the West, 
unanimity was morally impossible, and there the 
plan would be fruitful only of dissensions and dis- 
cord, 

Mr. S. said he had no intention of masnlging in 
& prolix argument on these constitutional ques- 
tions. He was fully aware that what he might 
say in rd to them was likely to have but little 
weight with the committee, as little influence 


on the action of Congress. He made these re- 
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marks mainly in justification of himself, and be- || ready and prepared to give the Executive all the 
cause he had the. misfortune to ditfer on these || necessary means to carry it on with vigor. 

points from the President, and from a certain por- || Mr. STEWART obtained the floor, but yielded 
tion of his own political friends. | to a motion by Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, that 


In the other doctrines of the message he agreed || the committee rise; which motion prevailing, the 
entirely in sentiment with the Executive. committee rose. 


The chai . st i 
chairman of one of the most important USE OF THE HALL. 


committees of this House had said that he never : . 

would consent to increase the public debt for the Mr. J. @. ADAMS asked the unanimous con- 

sake of carrying on works of internal improve- sent of the House to introduce a resolution granting 
“A the use of the Hall of the House to the Coloniza- 


ment: this was the fixed determination of his , “® Use © Sage 4 fi Brice 
party. If so, then most clearly this was not a U0" Society, or the occasion of its anniversary, on 
the evening of the 18th inst. 


ume in which Congress must embark in such en- oe ; 
: Objection being made, 


terprises, because, 1 i ic de 8 ; 
erprises, because, if they did, a public debt must On motion of Mr. WENTWORTH, the rules 


be created. Gentlemen had said they were wil- ‘ 
ling to apply to this object a part of the revenue, Were suspended, and the resolution was agreed to. 
CLERKS IN THE PENSION OFFICE. 


when the public revenues were abundant, and || 
ite cea a ae he : ; : nies 
when the condition® of the country would justify On motion of Mr. COCKE, the rules were sus- 
pended, to enable him to report, from the Commit- 


it, but under no other circumstances. So far as || 
that gentleman was willing to confine the appro- || tee on Invalid Pensions, a joint resolution autho- 
| rizing the Commissioner of Pensions to employ 


priation of the public revenue to great works of a 
clearly national character, Mr. S. was prepared to || additional clerks, temporarily, in the Pension Of- 
fice; which was read twice, and committed to the 


go with him; but the treasury was not now in a | 
proper state for any such undertakings. ‘The na- || Committee of the Whole on the State of the Union. 
Mr. COCKE, for the purpose of obtaining in- 


tion was at war: it was engaged in a war which || 
Mr. 8. believed to be right in itself, and to have, |! stant action upon the joint resolution, moved a 
from the beginning, been unavoidable. On that || reconsideration of the vote by which the joint res- 


subject he shad fully expressed his own convic- || olution was committed; which motion was not 
tions on a former occasion, and he should not now || agreed to, on a division—ayes 48, noes 70. 


in go ov er oo ae s 1 \] , . 

alee St ames the sdineimenanh of || Mr. T. B. KING, (by unanimous consent,) 
ae 4 from the Committee on Naval Affairs, asked that 
the war was now settled, and our present duty 


was to look to its termination; and Mr. 8. hoped || said committee be discharged from the further con- 
that the principal action of the sone Ciametin || sideration of the case of Thomas M. Newell, and 

ee ‘ =. || that it be referred to the Committee of Claims. 
would be directed to that end. e should not give || 


his views at length upon the subject, but he would || Pr es then adjourned. 
say thus much: he agreed in the opinion expressed ] . 

by a distinguished Senator, that the tendency of || z 

Se oar to the subjugation of the whole of || IN SENATE. 

Mexico. He believed it to be unavoidable, and he || Monpar, January 10, 1848. 

thought it desirable. At all events, come it would, 1 The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
sooner or later. The subjugation of the entire coun || ate a report of the Secretary of War, matle agree- 
try would ree seventy thousand troops. The || ably to law, accompanied by a statement of the 
President had asked for that number, and Mr. 8S. || expenses of the national armories, together with 
hoped the House would grant them—not to con- |! an account of the arms made and repaired therein 
quer Mexico : no; if she should offer proper terms | during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1847. 

of peace to-morrow, he held that we were bound The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
to accept them. But he confessed he had no idea | ate a report of the Secretary of the Senate, made 
that they would have a Government willing to do | jy compliance with the eleventh section of the act 
this; and, unless they did it, and that shortly, | of the 26th of August, 1842, showing the persons 
neither they nor we could prevent the accomplish- employed in the office of the Secretary of the Sen- 


ment of what he believed to be the great design of | ate during the year 1847, and the amount paid to 
Providence in this whole movement. He appre- || each, 


hended none of those dangers which some gentle- || PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES. 
men saw to our own liberties. He, for one, was 


: os || The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
in favor of pushing on the war, and giving the | 


President every dollar he asked for. He did not || ate a lettes from James A. Houston, im relation 


fear such difficulties as some foresaw in carrying | to the publication of the reported trossaange end 
out the war to its results. Meanwhile, it was the || debates of the Sense; whieh was reed, ane reyee- 
. ’ 


duty of Congress to provide for the payment of | red to the select committee on the subject. 
PETITIONS. 


the interest on the public debt. He was prepared || 

to vote for that object. But, while he was ready || Mr. CLAYTON presented a memorial of the 
to tax tea and coffee for this end, he would not || representatives of the religious Society of Friends 
consent to do this even for what he deemed neces- || for the States of New York, Vermont, Michigan, 
sary and constitutional works of internal improve- || and other places adjacent, praying the adoption of 
ment. He hoped the House would not endeavor || peaceful measures for terminating the war with 
by measures of this kind to embarrass the treas- || Mexico. , 

ury; but if they should, Mr. 8S. trusted he should || Mr. CLAYTON moved that the memorial be 
be found where the honor of his country demand- || read and printed. : 
ed. If we should find no Government in Mexico || The memorial having been read, the question 
with which to treat, we must then hold on to what || was stated to be upon the motion to print. 

we had conquered, and subject the population to Mr. ATHERTON. I believe, sir, that, under 
rightful authority—to civilized laws, and the prin- || the rule, the memorial goes to the Committee on 
ciples of humanity. We must restrain them from || Printing. If not, I move that it be so referred. 
mischief, as we would serve a thief by placing him Mr. CLAYTON asked for the reading of the 











in the penitentiary. Should we now withdraw | rule. 


our troops, we should subject ourselves, and the 

Mexicans too, to all the cost and misery of a re- 

newal of the war, and all must be done over 
in. 

Mr. S. was for going on with the war, and not 
stopping till we reached results. He had no fear 
of the consequences. But if Mexico would consent 
to do us justice to-morrow, none would be more 
ready than he to accept any reasonable proposals. 
But he never could consent to leave the Mexican 
people in their presentcondition. They themselves 
did not desire it. He believed they would in their 
souls regret the hour when our troops should be 
withdrawn. The only result would be a renewal 
of the war, with added miseries, and it must end 
at last in the absorption ef the whole of Mexico. 
But Mr. S. did not mean to enter on this subject 
now. He believed the war to be right, and was 


It was read by the Secretary. 
Mr. CLAYTON. I perceive that it must go to 


the committee, under the rule. 


The motion to print was accordingly referred to 


the Committee on Printing. 


Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of 


Charles Findlay, representative of P. Choteau, jr., 
praying payment of certain moneys due him under 
the treaty of A 
States and the C 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


ust 8, 1831, between the United 
hawnee Indians; which was re- 


Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial of pilots 


of the bar and harbor of Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, praying the repeal of the act of March 2, 
1837, concerning pilots; which was referred to the 
Committee on 


merce, and ordered to be 


printed. 


Mr. FELCH presented the petition of citizenag™ 
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of Washtenaw coun 


, Michigan, praying the re- 
peal of all laws of Sonmenee which in anywise 
sanction the existence of slavery in the United 
States; the motion to receive which was laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. FELCH presented the petition of citizens 
of the county of Washtenaw, Michigan, praying 
the adoption of measures to prevent the acquisition 
of additional territory, unless on condition that 
slavery be prohibited therein; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. FELCH prasented the memorial of Catha- 
rine Hoffman, widow of Lieutenant Colonel Wil- 
liam Hoffman, deceased, late of the army of the 
United States, praying a pension; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented amemorial of the 
Governor, members of the Legislature, and other 
citizens of the State of Florida, praying that com- 
pensation may be made to Tony Proctor, a free 
colored man, for services as an interpreter to the 
Seminole Indians in 1823 and 1824; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said: I ask to be indulged in 
one or two remarks in relation to this petition at this 
time. It is not signed by the individual for whom 
relief is asked. ‘The application is in behalf of an 
old free negro who, for seventy years past, has 
been the faithful interpreter for the Spanish Gov- 
ernment and that of the United States with the 
Seminoles; and the petition is signed by the Ex- 


ecutive and Legislative authorities of the State of || 


Florida. a. Proctor, the interpreter, was long 
in pay of the United States, but, for some cause, 
sixteen months’ pay has been withheld from him. 
He is now upwards of one hundred years old. 1 
hope my friend the Senator from Missouri, chair- 
man of the Indian Committee, (Mr. Avcuison,] 
will notice this fact, and he will see that if the re- 
lief asked is not granted forthwith, it will probably 
come too late. I hope the delay, too usual in Con- 
gress, wal not be allowed in this case. 

Mr. DAYTON presented the memorial of Mary 
Brognard, widow of John Brognard, a non-com- 
missioned officer attached to the allied French 
corps in the revolutionary war, praying a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DAYTON presented the petition Aaron 
Carman, praying that letters-patent may issue to 
him for an improvement invented by him in the 
construction of the plough; which was referred to 
the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. BREESE presented the petition of John 
H. Kinzie and others, assignees of certain Potta- 
watomie Indians, praying the relinquishment of 
the reversionary interest of the United States in 
the lands purchased by them; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. MASON submitted additional documents 
relating to the claim of Richard G. Dove; which, 
with his petition on the files of the Senate, were 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. MASON presented, the petition of Archi- 
bald Williams and Charles Griffin, praying com- 
pensation for supplies furnished the Florida mili- 
tia in the Seminole war; which was referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of Leroy 
Hammond, praying compensation for the use of 
his wagon and team in the military service of the 
United States during the last war with Great Brit- 
ain; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of John H. 
Williams, praying to be allowed the bounty 
granted by the act of 1833, on his reénlistment in 
the marine corps; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MASON submitted a document relating to 
the claim of John H. Williams, for pay due him 
as a private in the marine corps; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mrt MASON presented the petition of Abel 
Gray, a sergeant in the marine corps, praying 
compensation for extra duty performed by him; 
which was referred to the Commitice on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of John H. 
Williams, praying compensation for services as 
schoolmaster on ened the United States ships 
Java and Delaware; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BUTLER presented an abstract of the re- 


@® port of a committee of the Chamber of Commerce 
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| of Charleston, South Carolina, recommending the 
| establishment of a branch mint at that place. 
| Referred to the Committee on Finance. 


} 
i 
| 
i 


the military service of the United States; which 
| was referred to the Committee of Claims. 


| Mr. BELL presented the petition of Mary || 
| Connelly, widow of a deceased weteeveney | 


soldier, praying a renewal of her pension; whic 


was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. BRADBURY presented the petition of | 
Patrick Walker, praying an increase of pension; || 


| which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of the 
| Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society, pray- 


| ing the adoption of some plan for the immediate 


| peaceful dissolution of the Urfion; the motion to 
reccive which was laid on the table. 


Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of John || 
Stanert, a soldier in the last war with Great Brit- |, 
ain, praying arrears of pension; which was referred |, 


to the Committee of Claims. 
Mr. BADGER presented a memorial of mer- 


chants and others, and a memorial of masters of | 


| vessels and others, engaged in the navigation and 
| commerce of the port of Wilmington, North Caro- 
‘lina; also, a memorial of pilots on the Cape Fear 


|| river and bars, severally praying the establishment 


| of additional lights and buoys in the Cape Fear 
| river; which were referred to the Committee on 
| Commerce, 


On motion by Mr. ATHERTON, 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the docu- 
ments on the files of the Senate relating to the claims of the 
State of New Hampshire against the United States. 

On motion by Mr. MANGUM, 

Ordered, That the petition of Michael Hanson, on the 
files of the Senute, be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, 

Ordered, That the petition of Thomas H. Noble, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, 

Oré*red, That the petition of William Davis, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, 

Ordered, ‘That the petition of Ebenezer Whitten, on the 


files of the Senate, be reierred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. CORWIN, 


Ordered, ‘Tinat John P. Converse have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 
NOTICE OF BILLS. 
Mr. FELCH gave notice that on to-morrow, or 
at some early day, he would ask leave of the Sen- 


ate to introduce a bill to apply certain alternate | 
sections of the public domain towards the comple- || 
tion of works of internal improvement in the State || 


of Michigan, and for other purposes. 


Mr. RUSK gave notice that on to-morrow, or | 
at an early day, he would ask leave of the Senate | 
to introduce a bill to establish an additional district | 


court in Texas. 


Mr. DOUGLAS gave notice that on to-morrow, | 


or at an early day, he would ask leave of the Sen- 


ate to introduce a bill to establish the Territory of || 


Minesota. 
RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 


Mr. HANNEGAN submitted the following | 


resolutions for consideration: 


Resolved, That no treaty of peace can he made with || 
Mexico, having a proper regard tor the best interests of the | 


United States, which does not establish as a boundary be- 


; ; eee aN | 
tween the two nations the most suitable line fur military | | 


defence. 


Resolved, That in no contingency can the United States 
consent to the establishment of monarchical government || 


within the limits of Mexico by the intervention of any Eu- 
ropean Power. 


Resolred, ‘That it may become necessary and proper, as it 
is within the constitutional capacity of this Government, for 
the United States to hold Mexico as a territorial appendage 

The resolutions having been read— 

Mr. HANNEGAN said: I ask that the resolu- 
tions be printed; and as it would not be strictly in 


order, 1 shall refrain from saying anything in rela- | 


I ask that they be made | 
the order of the day for this day two weeks, inas- | 


tion to them at present. 


much as by that time the bills will have been dis- 
posed of which are now before the Senate. I will 
only add, that!the resolutions are not entirely ab- 
stractions. They propose something definite and 
pointed. 

It was then ordered that the resolutions be 
ed for the use of the Senate, and that they be 
the special order for this day two weeks. 


int- 
made 


Mr. BRIGHT presented the petition of D. C. | 
Buell, praying compensation for a horse lost in | 


f 
CHANGES OF REFERENCE, 

On motion by Mr. ASHLEY, 

Ordered, Tnat the Committee on Public Lands be dic. 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Martin Fenwick ; and that it be reierred to the Commitiee 
| on Private Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana 

Ordered, ‘That the Committee on Pensions be diseharsed 
| from the further consideration of the memorial of Ania J 

Hassler; and that it be referred to the Committee on Navaj 
|| Affairs. 
| On motion by Mr. RUSK, 

O. dered, Tuat the Committee on Military Affairs be- dis. 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
|, Charles M. Gibson, aud from the further consideration of 

the memorial of A. H. Cole, of Plorida; and that they be 

seveiaily referred to the Committee of Claims. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
| Agreeably to notice, Mr. JOHNSON, of Lou- 
_isiana, asked and obtained leave to bring in a bil} 
| for the issuing of patents in a certain class of cases, 
and for other purposes; which was read the first 
and second times by unanimous consent, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
Agreeably to notice, Mr. BRIGHT asked and 
|, obtained leave to bring in a bill authorizing the 
Secretary of War tosurrender certain bonds of the 
State of Indiana, held by the United States, to the 
| agent of the State for said Siate of Indiana; which 
| was read the first and second times by unanimous 
‘| consent, and referred to the Committee on Fi- 
| nance. 


1} 
{| 
i 
| 


TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT. 
Mr. HANNEGAN said, several days ago | 
\| gave notice that I would ask leave to introduce a 
bill to establish a territorial gov@érnment in Oregon, 
| Upon reflection, | thought it proper and just to my 
|| friend, the Senator from Illinois, that he should 
|| have charge of the bill; and I have given it to him, 
| and I believe he is now prepared to present it. 
\| Mr. DOUGLAS then asked and obtained leave 
| to bring in a bill to establish the Territorial Gov- 
‘ernment of Oregon; which was read the first and 
second times by unanimous consent, and referred 
,t0 the Committee on Territories. 
|} REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


} 


(| Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Public 


‘| Lands, to whom was referred the bill to establish 
a permanent preémption system in favor of actual 
| settlers on the public lands, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Land Claims, to whom had been refer- 
‘| red the petition of Nathaniel Hoggatt, reported a 
|| bill for his relief; which was read and passed to a 
| second reading. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, to whom had been referred so 
much of the President’s message as relates to the 


| subject, reported a bill amending the act entitled 


i] 


i} 
1} 
1} 


| ** An act grafting half-pay to widows or orphans 
| where their husbands and fathers have died of 
|| wounds received in the military service of the Uni- 
| ted States, in cases of accsenall: officers and soldiers 
of the militia and volunteers,”’ passed July 4, 1836; 
which was read and passed to the second reading. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee of 
Claims, to whom had been referred the petition of 
| Maria L. Nourse, reported a bill to authorize the 
settlement of the account of Joseph Nourse, de- 
|| ceased; which was read and passed to the second 
| reading. 

Mr. U. submitted a report on the subject, which 

was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee of 
Claims, to whom had been referred the petition of 
|| Edward Bolon, submitted a report, accompanied 
|| by a bill for his relief. 
| “The bill was read and passed to the second read- 

ing, and the report was ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of 
Claims, to whom had been referred the documents 
| relating to the claim of Loomis and Gay, reported 
_a bill in addition to an act for the relief of Walter 
Loomis and Abel Gay, approved July 2, 1836; 
which was read and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. B. also submitted a report on the subject, 
| which was ordered to be printed. . : 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of 
| Claims, to whom had been referred the petition of 
| Joseph Watson, submitted an adverse report; 
| which was ordered to be printed. , 
|| Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom had been referred a resolution re- 

lating to errors and defective returns in ceriain 
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surveys, plats, and field notes, reported the same 
without amendment; and submitted a special re- 
port on the subject, which was ordered to be print- 


“hee BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom had been referred the memorial 
of the Legislature of the State of Illinois respect- 
ing the Saline Reservations, reported a bill confirm- 
ing former sales by the State of Iiknois of the 
Ohio Saline Reservations, and authorizing the sale 
of the residue of such reservations; which was read 
and passed to the second reading. 


Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Indian | 


Affairs, to whom had been referred the petition of 
George S. Gaines, submitted an adverse report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Private || returned home to be mulcted in damages, instead 


Land Claims, to whom had been referred the peti- |, 
tion of William Marvin, reported a bill for his re- | 


lief; which was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 


Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs, reported a bill making an additional ap- | 


propriation for the dry dock at the Brooklyn navy- 


yard; which was read, and passed to the second | 


reading. 

Mr. YULEE said : I would ask the immediate 
action of the Senate on that bill, A communica- 
tion has been received from the Secretary of the 
Navy, transmitting one from the chief of the Bu- 
reau of Construction, in which Congress is inform- 
ed, that the appropriation for the dry dock at 
Brooklyn is entirely exhausted, and that they are 
without the means of making payments for the 
work during the present month. 1 believe that the 
communication states, that there is not enough to 
carry them through the month of December, which 
has just expired. They ask an appropriation of 
$150,000, in order to go on with the work. The 


Committee on Naval Affairs in the House have | 


reported a bill precisely similar to that reported 
by the Committee on Naval Affairs of the Senate. 
It is necessary that action should be immediate on 
this bill, in order to prevent detriment to the struc- 
ture, and to meet the public engagements con- 
tracted already, and daily occurring. Will the 
Secretary have the goodness to read the commu- 
nication to which I have referred, as it will inform 
the Senate of all the facts in the case? 
The Secrerary read the communication® 


_ The bill was then read a second time, by unan- 
Imous consent, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole; and no amendment being made, it 


was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- |, 


grossed and read a third time. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN said that he feared that 
very partial attention had been directed to the bill 
before the Senate. It was one of very consider- 
able consequence, and yet, for one, he did not ex- 
actly understarrd its objects, 
he bill was again read.' 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I have no objection. 
Mr. DICKINSON. At the last session, we 
passed a bill making an appropriation for this 
work, when the merits and 


ject were fully discussed, and the whole policy | 


gone over and approved. 
The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 


ASSISTANT PURSERS. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill providing for 
the appointment of assistant pursers in-the navy. 

The amendment heretofore submitted by Mr. 
Bancer, to strike out the words “ by warrant,” 
and insert “* by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate,” was agreed to. 

Mr. YULEE said, that as he was desired by 
Senators near him to explain the necessity of this 
bill, he would do so very briefly. 

There were eighty-one vessels attached to the 
naval establishment a year ago. This number has 
been increased during the past year to meet the 
necessities of the service on the Mexican coast. 
‘There are sixty-four pursers in service, of whom, 
there are— 

NOW Gf. 00M ois 65 ocd sodues codegubeest se 

On duty at shore stations........+...+++.14 

Unfit for active sea service from age and in- 

SOURS ha oc tinnd énown se od th cee cota’ & 

Recently returned from sea and settling ac- 

COURGE 0's bio b onc ae 000000 oede ech coccese 4 
Detailed for vessels now fitting for sea.... 3 
Waiting orders decades Ves chcéescete be8 


emerits of the sub- | 
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There are fifty-four vessels in commission at the 
present time, so that there are in fact now twenty- 
One vessels without pursers, the duties being per- | 
formed by their commanding officers. 

This consequence is detrimental to the service, | 
and unjust to the officers obliged to act as pursers of 
their own vessels, who are generally not conver- 
sant with accounts, and whose appropriate duties 
totally conflict with the functions of a purser. | 
Several very hard cases have grown out of this 
deficit in the number of pursers. Several officers 
of the navy, whose brilliant achievements on the 
coast of Mexico entitle them to the thanks of the 
country, and would have brought to them high 
promotion in most other countries, where the rule 
of lineal promotion is less rigidly observed, have 





of being rewarded for their meritorious conduct. 
Some of them have balances of one or two thousand 
dollars found against them for the want of formal 
vouchers, although there can be no doubt of the 
actual expenditure. And the monthly pay to 
which the law entitles the officers thus situated is 
subject to be abstracted from the support of their 


| families, and carried to the credit of the Govern- 


ment. 

This is all wrong. Now, what is the remedy? 
The most economical and advantageous mode of 
supplying the deficit in the number of pursers, is 
that recommended by the Secretary of the Navy 
and reported by the committee. The assistant 
pursers will receive a less salary than the pursers 
are allowed, and will fully answer the necessities 
of the service in the class of smaller vessels. ‘The | 
alternative is between the increase of the number 
of pursers, or the addition proposed by this bill to 
the corps. ‘There can be no question that this is | 
the preferable measure; for, besides the advantage 
on the score of economy, the Executive will be 
able to make his selections for the grade of purser 
after a trial of capability and according to the rela- 


| tive merit of the persons filling the grade now pro- 














| 


posed. 

Mr. WESTCOTT offered the following amend- 
ment to the first section: 

Provided, That no person shall be nominated or appoint- 
ed an assistant pursé¢r until he shall have first passed an 
examination before a board of pursers of the navy as to his 
qualifications for such office, im like manner as assistant 
surgeons of the navy are now required by law to pass such 
examination. 


Mr. WESTCOTT observed, that he offered this | 
amendment at the suggestion of several Senators 
who coincided with him in opinion as to its im- | 
portance. The first object of it was to decrease | 
the Executive patronage. It prevented the selec- | 
tion of mere office-hunting political partisans with- 
out qualification, and in reward for political ser- 
vices; and if such are chosen, it would ensure, at | 
least, that they have the necessary education and | 
intelligence. T 
are to be appointed hereafter from these assistant 
pursers. These assistant pursers should have | 
mercantile knowledge—skill as accountants—both | 
of which attainments are professional, and, in fact 
may be called scientific. They should be exam- 
ined as to these and other qualifications by a board 
| of pursers before they are selected. No man can 
| then become a purser or an assistant purser, un- 
‘less he possesses at least the qualifications I have 
| alluded to. 

geons in the navy, and as to surgeons in the army, 

| and as to cadets at West Point, and midshipmen 

seeking promotion, has been salutary. I hope this 

| amendment will be adopted before the bill is sent 

to the House. ; 

Mr. YULEE. I hope that my colleague will 

| consent to withdraw this amendment, or else that 

| it will be voted down. 
portant that the bill should be thus amended; and 
| I trust, upon reconsideration, my colleague will 
withdraw it. Sir, it may be very proper that the 

surgeons and assistant surgeons of the army and | 

| navy should be subjected to an examination as to | 

| their professional and scientific attainments, inas- | 

| much as perhaps it may not be in the power of | 


' 
| 





his law provides that all pursers | 


The effect of a similar rule as to sur- | 
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taken in regard to the duties of these pursers. 


They do not make purchases: they simply dis- 
tribute the arucles purchased, and disburse the 
money that is placed in their custody for the pay- 
ment of the officers and men of the navy. That 
isall, The highest and most important qualitica- 
tion is integrity, I do not conceive that it is at all 
necessary that the bill should be amended as pro- 
posed by my colleague, and [ trust he will with- 
draw his motion. 

The question being taken on agreeing to the 
amendment, it was decided in the negative. 

No further amendment being made, the bill was 
reported to the Senate, and the amendment con- 
curred in. The bill was then read a third tine, 
and passed. 


TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill, on its third reading, to raise for a limited time 
an additional military force. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said : 
My purpose, Mr. President, in now addressing 
the Senate, is to give my opinion upon certain 
points connected with the present war, which it 
seems to be conceded may be properly discussed 
upon the present bill. They are these— 
First. is the war a just and honorable one, or is 
it unjust and dishonorable ? 
Second. Has it been heretofore properly prose- 
cuted ? 
Third. How should it hereafter be prosecuted ? 
Fourth. What end, consistently with the good 
name of the nation, should be attained by wt? 
Mr. President, upon each of these propositions 
I propose to present my views with the frankness 
and freedom which become a Senator, and at the 
same time with the deference which I sincerely 
feel for the opinions of those upon both sides of 
the Chamber with whom I shall be found to dif- 
fer. . 
Nothing, sir, is more annoying to me than to 
| refer at any time to anything personal to myself, 
| and it is especially so, to do so in the presence in 
| which I stand. But there may be circumstances 
| which render ita duty. I feel myself in that con- 
dition, and I therefore ask the kind indulgence of 
yourself and the Senate to say a word or two ofa 
personal character. 
To those who know me, Mr. President, it is, I 
am sure, unnecessary to disclaim that I am actua- 
ted on this occasion, neither in what I shall say or 
do, by any other motive than the single motive of 
duty to my country. If 1 could be mad enough 
to dusitt any other political post of honor than the 
one which I now hold, (sufficient, one would think, 
| to satisfy the cravings of any ambition,) I hope | 

know myself well enough to be able to say with 
| truth, that I should scorn to obtain it by pander- 
| ing to popular passion or official power. But, sir, 
I am proud to state, that I have no such desire, 
| that thers is no office in the gift of the present Ex- 
| ecutive which I would accept, and none in the 
| power of the people to give that I would take. In 
| the school of political ethies in which I have been 


i 


taught, I have imbibed as my first and last lesson, 
| the duty to do what you believe to be right, and 
|| confidently abide the result. Be it the approba- 
|| tion of your fellow men, or not, you have then 
|| the approbation of your own conscience, trans- 
cending, infinitely transcending in true value, any 
|| reward that can flow from human source. 
|| As to popularity, sir, I estimate it as notlving if 
|| it is sought after. Its real worth is when it fol- 
lows good ends, accomplished by good means. It 
becomes disgrace when catered for. 

I would not avow any political opinion which I 


I did entertain, to win any honor which my coun- 
trymen could bestow. Hones so won, if I was 
capable of so winning it, would be to me but hourly 
abasement. 

Sir, | need not say that I came into this body 
differing with the Administration upon almost 
every subject of our public civil policy. This dif- 


| 
I do not think it at all im- | did not sincerely entertain, nor conceal one which 
| 


_ the President, without the aid of a board of gen- || ference, decided as it was in the beginning, so far 


| tlemen schooled in the profession, to decide upon 
| their qualifications; but in respect to pursers, sir, 
| there is no necessity for any other qualification 


rtant qualification of 
integrity, which the boa 
which is very prorerly committed to the President 


| and the higher and more im 
and the Senate to decide. My colleague is mis- 


from having been diminished, has been but more 
and more strengthened and confirmed. I believe 
they misapprehend the true policy of the country, 


than the ordinary one of being a good accountant, || and fundamentally err upon great and vital points of 


constitutional power. { may be mistaken; but I 


cannot decide, but || believe as sincerely as I believe 7 own existence 


|| that the day will come, and is rapidly coming, when 
| this will be seen to be the general opinion of the 
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people, and that until then, the pone will be de- 
prived of many a blessing which the Constitution 
was intended to bestow. But, sir, new questions 
have arisen, and are now agitating the nation. We 
are at war; and upon one of the questions growing 


out of it, I find myself differing, perhaps, with | 


most of the Senators on this side of the Chamber— 
not 1 hope with all—with whom it is my pride and 
leasure generally to agree. I need not say, Mr. 
Paictinen to you or to them, that this difference 
exists, if it does exist, because Lam unable from a 
sense of duty to have it otherwise. Party ties, 
party prepossessions, party associations, strong as 
they ever are and should be, can never be suffi- 
ciently strong to make an honorable man violate 


what he feels to be his duty to his country. And | 


when in that duty is involved his country’s repu- 
tation, they should be and are weaker than the 
spider’s web. 

Nor upon this occasion dol feel any other con- 
cern than that which the mere fact of difference 
createa, because | know so well the Senators who 
are around me, that whatever regret they may feel 
that our opinions are not upon all points identical, 
I should cease to have (what Iam sure I now 
have) their respect and esteem, if I surrendered 
my own judgment, and paltered with my own con- 
science upon a measure vital in that judgment to 
the true fame of ourcommon country. We differ, 
sir, but we differ as friends. We differ, sir, but 
we differ as patriots. We have alike the true 
honor of the country at heart; we are only not 
agre ' nerhaps, as to what that true honor de- 
man 

Sir, he libels them, and libels me who doubts our 
high and patriotic purposes. He violates the de- 


corum of private life and the decencies of official || 
relation, where it exists, who intimates that we | 
are capable, under any state of things, or for any | 
purposes, of taking sides with the enemies of our | 
We aim alike at her honor; we dis- || 


country. 
agree, if we do disagree, as to the true mode of 
vindicating and maintaining it. 
all of the good and liberal of my countrymen will, 
I have no doubt, when they shall have seen what 


oo J 
I am about to say, do me the justice to believe 
’ p j 


that my motives are pure and patriotic. There 
may be, and perhaps are, mere followers of the 


party camp, whose hope it is to feed on the spoils | 
of the contest, who may profess to doubt it; but | 


none such do I drop a syllable to satisfy. Bred in 


the corruption of the motto of the political fiee- 1] 


booter, that the spoils belong to the victor—fight- 
ing not for principle, but for plunder—they are as 
feculent as their motto, and beneath the notice of 
honest men: only, indeed, to be shunned as you 
would shun any loathsome toad that might be in 
your ‘sogninen, 

Is the war just and honorable, or not? 

I think it 1s, and I hope, for the good name of 
my country, that such will be the judgment of 
Christendom. Sir, I wish to be clearly understood. 
{ am not inquiring into the conduct of the Execu- 
tive, into its prudence or its constitutionality. My 
single proposition now is, that as between the 
United States and Mexico, the former had just 
cause of war on the 15th May, 1846, when the 
war act of that date was passed, and that on that 


day war in fact existed by means of the unjust | 
Sir, I repeat before || 


and illegal act of Mexico. 
going further, that I sincerely trust, as I love the 
fuir fame of my countrymen, that I may be able 
to mgke this plain. Sir, I should bow in deep and 
heartfelt mortification for that fame if I did not be- 
lieve it to be plain. I would not have it even to 
be involved in the slightest obscurity or doubt, 
from the dread of the judgment which the civilized 
world would then be compelled to pass upon us. 
We live in an age when nations, as individuals, 
lose their power and usefulness, and sink into deg- 
radation, if they perpetrate acts of wrong and in- 
justice, We are, thank God, surrounded by a 
moral atmosphere as necessary to healthful na- 
tional existence as the atmosphere we breathe is 
necessary to individual life. If we discard it, if 
we sink below it, if we substitute for it that which 
is inseparable from violence and injustice, the pun- 
ishment is at hand. The decay begins and pro- 
gresses, until we are involved in hopeless ruin. 
National character is national power; and the 
purer, the more elevated, the more spotless that 
character, the greater the power. I trust, there- 
fore, in God, that I am right in the opinion that 
this war is upon our part justand honorable. If 


| a ban 


Mr. President, | 
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|| not—if not clearly just and honorable—then will 
| we be pronounced by ee of the world 
of murderers. 


| worthy descendants of sires who knew no moral 


| a 
|| the inheritance of freedom they have left us, 
|| brought dishonor upon our land, and aimed a 
| fatal blow at constitutional freedom itself. 

‘| If L speak strongly, it is because I feel strongly. 
| I wish to give offence to none: I tahe no offence 
|| if others hold a different opinion. I am here to 


|| justify my own before the Senate and the country, 


and I mean to do it with the freedom that belongs | 


|| to each of us. 
I have an instinctive repugnance to believe my 


country wrong in any war in which she can en- | 


gage; and I rejoice that in this instance. my feel- 
ings and my judgment are one. I now proceed 
with the attempt to maintain that judgment. I 
have not time, sir, nor health, to state all the facts 
which our difficulties with Mexico have developed 
applicable to this question; nor, if I had, should 
I deem it necessary to trespass so much upon the 
time of this body. My purpose is to refer only 


ment, conclusive of the controversy. 
In 1834, the Mexican Congress passed a decree 


|| ment their arms. The Legislature of Coahuila 
'and Texas, by decree, remonstrated against it and 
| other acts repealing the constitution of Mexico of 
1824, by which they had changed the Government 
from a Federal to a Central one. 

For this, General Cos, under the order of Santa 
Anna, at the head of his army, broke up the Le- 
| gislature of Coahuila and ‘Texas, and arrested all 
the officers of the Government, marched over the 
Rio Grande, and established his headquarters at 
San Antonio, leaving a garrison at Lipautitlan, on 


commenced the revolution, retook Goliad, Lipau- 


titlan, and San Antonio, in 1836. 
The boundaries of Coahuila and Texas, as these 


upwards of one hundred miles up that stream, and | 


| then by a line across from that point to the Rio | 


Grande. The territory below that line, between | 
the Nueces and the Rio Grande, was a part of the | 
| State of Tamaulipas. Tamaulipas granted it to 
various individuals, by what were called colony- 
| grants, under which many settlements were made. 
These colonists, or the greater portion of them so 
entitled to this portion of the territory, joined in 
the Texas revolution, and were represented in the 





| the independence of that Republic. The day after 
| the battle of San Jacinto, 3ist April, 1836, Santa 





Anna surrendered as a prisoner. 
| weeks afterwards, he entered into a treaty with the 
| Government of Texas, acknowledging the Rio 

Grande as their southwestern boundary, upon 

condition that General Filisola, (then at the head 
_ of five thousand troops, being all that were left to 
the Centralists to maintain their power,) should be 


| and Santa Anna, in October afterwards, released. 
The treaty contained also various stipulations 
| about the release of prisoners and the surrender of 
property. General Rusk, then at the head of the 

exan forces, and under the order of the Texan 
Government, transmitted a copy of the treaty to 
General Filisola, who recognized it, and at once 
complied with all the obligations it imposed upon 
him. ‘ 

In 1836, 18th December, the Texian Congress 
passed a law describing the Rio Grande as their 
southwestern boundary. After this, Filisola was 
superseded in command by the appointment of 
General Urea, who immediately commenced rais- 
ing an army to re-invade Texas. General Rusk, 
who was still at the head of the army of Texas, 
/ and stationed at the Gaudaloupe, ordered the fami- 

lies between that post and the Rio Grande to retire 
| to his rear, or to remove to the western bank of 
the river. The most of them did retire to his rear, 
| but many of the Mexicans elected to cross the 
‘ river and settle on the opposite side. For the pur- 





- —— 


l _ 


o other sentence can | 
| then be passed upon us. If we are right, we are | 


|| bine and the Rio Grande. 


| convention of Texas which subsequently declared || 


In about six |! 


ermitted to retire west of the river, and that he | 
imself should be released. These conditions | 
| were complie¢ with; Filisola being permitted to || 
retire with all his force to the west of the river, | 


Jan. 10, 
| pose of facilitating the removal of those occupying 
| the country and of watching the movements of the 
_ Mexican army, and preparatory to an advance 
| upon Matamoros, he despatched General Felix 


uston with a sufficient force to take possession 


blemish, who estimated the national honor above || of Corpus Christi, and that was done. Genera! 
ll price. If we are wrong, we have disgraced | Huston exercised more authority between the 
| Nueces and the Rio Grande than Urea did, who 


_ was stationed at Matamoros, with a force of about 
ten thousand men. At one period, Urea crossed 
| the river with the greater part of his command, 
and encamped a few miles east of the river; but in 
/a very short period he recrossed to the western 
side. In this condition things remained until 1843, 
| the Mexicans. having no army to the east of the 
river, and the Texans having a few troops at Cor. 
us Christi and San Antonio, With these troops, 
1owever, the Texans frequently made excursions 


\| to Lacido, a place upon the Rio Grande, and sey. 


eral times crossed it. ‘The Mexican troops made 
two incursions, crossing the river both times, 
| coming as far as San Antonio, and upon each 


|, occasion were immediately driven back to the west 
| bank. In *43, also, an armistice was agreed upon, 


| under which the Mexican army was to remain on 


‘| the west and the Texans on the east side of the 
to such as I am sure cannot be successfully de- |, river. 


nied, and which are of themselves, in my judg- || voked, and the war declared to be renewed. The 
|| proclamation of General Woll, who was then in 


|, command of the Mexican force, issued by direc- 
| requiring all citizens to surrender to the Govern. || tion of Santa Anna, declared that all Mexicans 


This armistice was in the same year re- 


| found within three leagues of the river, would he 
considered as ‘ favoring the usurpers of that terri- 
tory,’’ (meaning by the territory, the whole of 


|| Texas,) be tried by court-martial, and capitally 
| punished. 


| post called Lacido, on the east side of the river, 


There were, during this period, ata 


| some citizens under a military organization, and 


|| organized simply with a view of defence against 
| the Indians, mustered only upon such occasions, 
|| but claiming to be citizens when Hays or McCul- 


| lough was there with the Texian rangers. From 
| the Nueces, and one at Goliad. The Texans then || the commencement of the revolution in °34 to the 


| independence declared by ‘Texas in ’36—from that 
| period to the admission of Texas into our Union 


|| in ’45—and from ’45 up to the present hour, no 
departments were laid off into one State by the | 


constitution of 1824, was the Nueces, running for | 


Mexican document can be found, military or civil 
/—no Mexican officer, military or civil, has ever 
| been known to contend that the territory lying be- 
| tweenrthe Nueces and the Rio Grande belonged to 
Mexico by any other title than that which she 

maintained to the whole territory between the Sa- 
Under the colony-con- 
tracts granted by Tamaulipas, the settlers, at an 


} election in Texas, in ’41 or °42, of members of 


Congress, voted at Corpus Christi, claiming to be 
citizens of Texas, and their votes were received 
| and recognized by the Government. The evidences 
to the title, too, to the lands so settled upon, in- 
cluding all transfers, from the time of the revolu- 
tion of ’34 to the present time, are recorded amongst 
| the land records of Texas. On the Ist of March, 
| 45, the alternative resolutions for the admission of 
| Texas into the Union were passed. On the 29th 

of December, ’45, Texas was admitted, and on the 

same day an act was passed to extend the laws of 

the United States over the State of Texas. On the 
| 31st December, °45, Texas was constituted a rev- 

enue district, and the city of Galveston, the only 
_ port of entry, having annexed to it, amongst other 
ports, as ports of delivery, the port of Corpus 
Christi, a port on the west side of the Nueces. 
| Under that act, a revenue officer of the United States 


| 
i 
! 
| 
| 


| has been appointed for Corpus Christi. On the 


Qd February, 47, Congress, by an act establishing 
additional post-roads in the State of Texas, estab- 
lished, amongst others, one from Brazos Santiago 
via Point Isabel to Fort Brown, opposite Matamo- 
' ros, and one from Corpus Christi to Brazos Santi- 

ago, a point south of Point Isabel, near the mouth 
of the Rio Grande. 

Now, as before stated, Texas was annexed 
under the first of the alternative resolutions of the 
Ist March, 1845. 
d 


(The first resolution provides, That Congress 

oth consent that the territory properly included 

within, and rightfully belonging to, the Republic 

of Texas, may be erected into a new State, to be 

| called the State of Texas, with a republican form 

| of government, to be adopted by the people of said 

republic, by deputies in convention assembled, 

| with the consent of the existing Government, In 

order that the same may be admitted as one of the 
States of this Union. 
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‘That the foregoing consent of Congress is given 


upon the condition, that the said State be formed, 
subject to the adjustment by this Government of 
all questions of boundary that may arise with other 
governments; and the constitution thereof, with 
the proper evidence of its adoption by the people 
of said Republic of Texas, shall be transmitted to 
the President of the United States, to be laid before 
Congress for its final action, on or before the first 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-six. . : 

The second resolution provides, That if the | 
President of the United States shall, in his judg- 
ment and discretion, deem it most advisable, in- 
stead of proceeding to submit the first resolution 
to the Republic of Texas, as an overture on the 
part of the United States for admission, to negvo- 
tiate with that Republic, then that a State to be 
formed out of ee Republic of Texas, with 
suitable extent an 
resentatives in Congress until the next apportion- 
ment of representation, shall be admitted into the 
Union, by virtue of this act, on an equal footing 
with the existing States, as soon as the terms and 
conditions of such admission, and the cession of 
the remaining Texan territory to the United States 
shall be agreed upon by the Governments of Texas 
and the United States; and the sum of $100,000 is 
hereby appropriated to defray the expenses of 
missions and negotiations, to agree upon the terms 
of said admission and cession, either by treaty to 
be submitted to the Senate, or by articles to be 
submitted to the two Houses of Congress, as the 
President may direct.] pt 

Immediately upon the annexation, the Minister 
of Mexico, General Almonte, demanded his pass- 
ports, upon the ground that the annexation itself 
was a state of hostility to Mexico, and from that 
period to the march of General Taylor from Cor- 
pus Christi to the Rio Grande, the frequent efforts 
of the American Government to terminate the con- 
troversy by negotiation failed; and before that 
march, the Mexican Government were collecting 
their forces upon the Rio Grande, with the avowed 
design, not of taking possession only of the terri- 
tory between the Nueces and the Rio Grande, and 
conceding to the United States that portion of 
Texas which lay west of the Nueces, but of dis- 
puting with the United States the title to the 
whole of the country between the Rio Grande and 
the Sabine, and upon the ground that the whole 
and every part of that territory was still a portion 
of Mexico by virtue of her original and paramount 
tile. Now, the proposition which I seek to main- 
tain is this, that as between the Government of 
the United States and the Government of Mexico, 
the former had, in this condition of things, a per- 
fect right, and the same right for the purpose of 
repelling the threatened invasion, to march her 
troops into the territory between the Nueces and 
the Rio Grande, as into any territory situated be- 
tween the Sabine and the Nueces. The question 
is not, whether such a movement of the troops 
was, under all the circumstances, judicious and 
prudent. It is not whether, by a different course, 
an actual conflict might not Save been avoided; 
but whether, as a matter of right, as a matter of 
self-defence, the United States had not, under the 
law of nations, full and perfect authority and jus- 
tification to make such a movement. 

Now, what are the clear and indisputable facts? 
The United States had received the Republic of 
Texas into the Union without antecedently’ de- 
fining her boundaries; and under a constitution 
which reiterated what had been, as far back as 
1836, a part of her original constitution as an in- 
dependent Republic—that the Rio Grande, from 
its source to its mouth, was her southwestern 
boundary. The United States extended all her 
laws over the State of Texas, as so admitted. 
They had assumed actual jurisdiction at Corpus 
Christi. They knew that there weregitizens be- 
tween the Nueces and the Rio Grande who 
claimed to be citizens of the State of Texas so ad- 
mitted. They knew that for nine years the State 
of Texas had existed as an independent nation. 

Who proposed withdrawing Taylor on the 13th 
May? ho denied then that we had good right 
to repel the Mexicans and to invade, for the pur- 
pose of avenging the outrages, any and every part 
of Mexico? She had refused to negotiate; she 
had considered annexation as war; she had termi- 
nated all diplomatic relations; she had refused to 
receive our Minister upon a mere quibble of the 





boundaries, and with two Rep- | 
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then President, because he was afraid of his own | —to muster an army to march, and with the avow- 
power—threatened with downfall, because it was | ed purpose of taking forcible possession and hold- 
believed he was willing to negouate at all. Sie | ing, is also an act of hostility. This Mexico 
had mustered an army on the Rio Grande with | did first, and we had then a clear right to anti- 
the declared object of invading all Texas and re- cipate her, upon every principle of the national 
covering the whole to her own sovereignty. Her | law, by marching ourselves, and placing ourselves 
then Government owed its existence to this very || in a condition successfully to meet and repel her. 
determination. She had never maintained any | Between nations, as between individuals, aggres- 
peculiar title to what is now called disputed terry | sion may be met by aggression—assault may ‘be 
tory. What, in this state, were the United States | met by battery. But it is said revolution gives no 
todo? Were they bound to remain still and wait | title unaccompanied by actualand undisturbed pos- 
the invasion? or were they not authorized to meet | session and jurisdiction. Asa general principle 
the threatened invasion, even upon the admitted | the proposition is true; but what is actual and un- 
territory of the invader? Who doubts, that with | disturbed possession? Does it mean that the rev- 
nations, as with individuals, the right of self- | olutionary government is to have a soldier on each 
defence gives the right to strike the first blow? foot of her asserted domain? Does it mean that 
‘To prevent an injury is easier than to repair it. every inhabitant within her territory is to ac- 
Sir, where is the writer on the law of nations who knowledge and submit to her sovereignty? Or does 
holds a ditlerent opinion? There are some propo- || it only mean, that such government is to have 
sitions so plain, that they admit of no illustration; || possession, claiming exclusive title to the whole 
they furnish their own best illustration, and this || of her asserted bounds, and possess the power and 
is oneof them. We had a clear, undeniable right | determination to make that tite good by force, 
to meet Mexico at the very outermost limits of || against the original sovereignty? I say it means 
Texas, and repel her there; or if we deemed it ad- |, this and nothing more. 
visable, an equally clear and undeniable right to See the result of a different doctrine. We de- 
anticipate her by striking the first blow on her || clared our independence in 1776; the war continued 
own admitted territory. But it is said that the | seven years. Suppose no treaty of peace had been 
place of conflict was on Mexican territory. If it | made recognizing our limits, but England had sim- 
was, the argument in our behalf would not be in ply retired from the contest in disgust with the 
the least enteebled. She was there intending to | struggle, as she might well have done, would not 
go further, She was there to drive our army back || our tile at that moment have been as good to every 
to the Sabine. She was there to reconquer Texas || foot of our glorious Thirteen, as it was to the very 
—the whole and every part of Texas—and not to || battle-fields of Saratoga and Yorktown? And yet, 
retain a portion only, upon the ground that such |) how inconsiderable a part of our country was ever 
portion was not ‘Texas. | trodden by the American soldier, or within actual 
But even the fact is not as alleged. Whether | reach of his arm. And yet, how many hearts 
this portion of the territory was or was not right- || throughout the contest beat high with true loyalty 
fully a part of ‘Texas, was, at least, a matter of | to England, and were striking or were burning to 
dispute. ‘Texas claimed it. ‘Texas, over a portion || strike for her standard. No, sir; the proposition 
of it, exercised jurisdiction, Citizens residing on || js not true as it is sometimes ciaulens: It means 
it, claimed to be citizens of that Government. || only the ability to make the usurpation good by 
Mexico had in vain attempted to recover it. The || force of arms, when the usurper’s title is by force 
Constitution of ‘lexus included it. The United || of arms assailed. Subject to this test, who can 
States had exercised, after the admission of Texas | doubt that Texas had the ability to maintain her 
into the Union, sovereignty over part.of it—the | title to any part of the territory claimed by her be- 
highest act of sovereignty, the taxing power. She | tween the Nueces and the Rio Grande? Let the 
had received ‘Texas into the Union without any _ facts give the answer. After her declaration of in- 
other definition of boundary, reserving the right | dependence, and after she had by force driven the 
only as between themselves, l'exas, and any other | Mexican troops across the latter river, they after- 
Power who might question the justice of the || wards returned but twice, and were each time 
boundary, to settle it by negotiauon. Without a || driven back; and from the period of the last in- 
breach of honor to ‘Texas, the United States could || cursion, in 1843, no Mexican soldier ever crossed 
no more have surrendered, without inquiry and ne- || the river, and no civil officer of Mexico ever exer- 
gotiation, to an absolute and armed demand this || cised jurisdiction over it. ‘Texas then claimed the 
portion of the territory, than they could have sur- || territory—Texas drove Mexico from it—Texas 
rendered to such a demand the eatire State. | had apparently the power, and certainly the will, 
All, then, that can be said is, that the. title of || to drive her from it whenever she invaded it. If 
Texas to this part of her territory was open to dis- || these were the facts—and I appeal to the honorable 
pute. Such a dispute is to be settled but by two || Senator from Texas for their trath—what doubt is 
means, by negotiation or by force. If the nego- || there, that to that part of her constitutional limits 
uation was refused, if Mexico elected the other | she has a perfect utle? Sir, a word or two more, 
alternative—force, can she complain if we meet her || and upon this point I have done. What Senator, 
with force? But suppose her design was not ac- | what American, would be now content to abandon 
tual force, but to get possession only of the dis- || the territory, make the Nucces the boundary, and 
puted ground. Had not the United States the same || fight only for that boundary? For peice, to put 
right to take possession, and hold whatever they || an end to the war, to spare the further effusion of 
possessed, until the question of ttle was decided || blood, some might be found who would by nego- 
by negotiation? The very question of title might || tiation agree to that limit if Mexico would sur- 
have been affected by the fact of possession. Mex- || render all title to the rest of Texas. But who is 
ico might have relied upon it as conclusive of the || there who would now propose to fall back to the 
inability of Texas,.and the United States as their | Nueces, and abandon at once the intermediate ter- 
successors, to prevent it, and as demonstrating | ritory, the very fields of Palo Alto and Resaca de 
that the original sovereignty had not been lost by | Ja Palma, to Mexico, and fight her only to the 
the revolution. This, the United States had a! banks of the Nueces? I believe, I hope, for the 
right to guard against; theirown honor bade them | honor of a common allegiance, that there is not 
guard against it. If actual possession, by Mexico, || one. I have said that | trusted, for the sake of 
could weaken the title of Texas, it was their duty || our heretofore stainless character, that the opinion 
to strengthen it by also taking possession. Pending | I have thus feebly endeavored to maintain, was cor- 
a question of disputed territory, not actually pos- rect—that the war is on our part a just one. 
sessed by either, who ever contended that it was || If not, sir, why is it not? It is because without 
the duty of one of the parties to suffer the other to || justification we invaded Mexican soil. It is be- 
take possession, and then try the title? No, sir, || cause without justification we caused Mexican 
no lawyer would give such advice. Nostatesman || blood to be spilled upon Mexican ground. Ii is 
would so act. Things should, in such a case, | because they were met at their own homes, which 
be suffered to remain in “statu quo.” Neither || we invaded; upon their own fields, dear to them 
should seek to get advantage of the other. If I || as love of country is dear—consecrated to them by 
am right in this, and Mexico designed taking pos- || all the associations which bind man to the soil of 
session, then she cannot complain if we also take || his birth, in the holiest of all duties—the defence 
ssion; and especiafly not, if she knew that, || of home and country; and have, without right, 
notwithstanding such possession, we were willing | without excuse, without palliation, given them to 
at any time to negotiate on the question of title. || the Aor NA ta them by hundreds and 
Sir, it has been said, that to march into the dis- || thousands, and driven the survivors away. Sir, 
ted territory is an act of hostility. 1 concede it. || would not such a tale of wrong, of itself, cover our 
ut then to threaten to march—to prepare to march |! country with ignominy? But it is not yet half 
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told. What else have we done? We have seized 
upon it as a pretext for other, and, if possible, yet 
deeper enormities. 
world a falsehood. We have endeavored to con- 
ceal the true character of our outrage. 
siated that the contest was of their own seeking, 
notours; and upon this degrading perversion, have 


ursued them with still more frightful outrage. | 
Ve at once called into the field 50,000 soldiers— | 


placed the whole naval power of the Government 
at the disposition of the Executive—intrusted him 


with ten millions of dollars, and carried on the wat | 


thus begun—took possession of their towns, bom- 
barded Monterey—carried it almost by storm, 
slaughtering men and women by hundreds and 
thousands. Suill the story is nottold. The dam- 
ning dishonor is not yet as dark as the truth. An- 
other Congress assembled—we of the Senate com- 
posing it in part. We authorized additional troops 
to be raised—we placed additional funds in the 
hands of the President. 


THE. 


We have published to the | 


We have | 


We hear of an intention to strike outraged Mex- | 


ico in yet more vital points. 
—we sulfer the expedition to go on. 
Mexican blood ts yet dry upon the fields of Palo 


We do not arrest it | 
Before the | 


Alto, Resaca de la Palina, Monterey, and Buena | 


Vista, Vera Cruz is bombarded. 
fall under the dreadful atm of the mortar; the blood 
of her women and children runs in streams through 
her before peaceful and happy streets; her almest 


every thoroughfare is obstructed by the mangled 
bodies of her slaughtered citizens, until at last her | 


valor can hold out no longer before the mighty and 
crushing power of our arms. She surrenders. 
Yet still our vengeance is not glutted. Innocent, 
unoflending, ouwaged Mexico has yet more cities 
to be laid waste or conquered—more hearts to be 


wrung—more gallant blood to be shed—more | 
women and children to be slaughtered—moreagony | 


in every form to suffer. 


' We have not yet had 
our fill of blood. 


We march on in fiendish pro- 


gress. At Cerro Gordo, Cherubusco, Chapultepec, | 
Molinodel Rey, our march of slaughter is renewed, | 
and goes on with yet more fearful violence. Mexie | 
can blood moistens every plain. The cries of Mex- | 


ican agony startle every ear, and still the work 
goes on. We lay siege to the city of Mexico 
itself; bombard its peaceful dwellings; make her 
streets to run with haman blood; and slaughter 
azain women and children, until resistance becomes 
unavailing. We get possession of the capital, and 
yet carry on the contest. 
have done such deeds? Is she so deeply steeped 
in crime? Hs she no honor left?) Are we Chris- 
tian and civilized men, or are we robbers and mur- 
derers? IL hope she will pardon me the inquiry; 
and yet if the war was unjust, if it was not pro- 
voked, if it was our act and not the act of Mex- 
ico, every human heart, animated by a single hu- 
man feeling, can but answer in the affirmative. 

But no, sir; no, sir; it is not so. 
minded, just, and honorable. 
savage. Her citizens are moral and Christian. 
‘Those scenes are in the eye of God and man to 
be justified, because necessary to our honor, and 
forced upon us in vindication of our violated rights. 
Mexico is answerable for all these sad and sicken- 
ing results. The war ts just, because she com- 
menced it, 
me God, but for that conviction, as I reverence 
truth and detest falsehood, | would never have 
voted for the act of the 15th May, 1846. 

Without concluding, Mr. JOHNSON gave way 
to a motion to adjourn; and . 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ° 
Tuespar, January 11, 1848. 

The Journal of yesterday having been read and 
approved— 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit- 
tees for reports. 

Mr. LIGON, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported bills for the relief of Jacob Gideon; for 
the relief of Bent, St. Vrain & Co.; and for the 
relief of J. Throckmorton; which several bills 
were read and committed. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the 
Committee of Claims, reported bills for the relief 
of John Anderson; of Missouri; for the relief of 
Joseph C. Doxey; for the relief of S. Morris 
Wain; and for the relief of Alborne Allen; which 


several bills were read and committed. ‘ 


Sir, can our country | 


She is high- | 
She is civilized, not 


ler churches | 





It does exist by her act; and, so help | 


Mr. ROCKWELL, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports on the petitions of John O. 


Dickey, Roswell Fitch, and George Reeder; which 
were laid upon the table. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, from the same committee, 
reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to 
cause to be prepared an alphabetical list of private claims 
which have been before the House of Representatives from 
the commencement of the fourteenth Congress to the close 
of the twenty-ninth Congress, with the proceedings of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate thereon; showing 
the names of the claimants; the nature or object of each 
claim; at what session and in what manner it was brought 
before the House; to what committee it was referred; the 
nature of the report, and the number of the report, if print- 
ed, and, if not, the date of the report; the number of the 
bill, distinguishing between Senvie and House bills; the 
manner in which the claim was disposed of by the House ; 
aud in cases where it passed both Houses, the date of the 
act of Congress; the whole to be compiled from the jour- 
nals of the House of Representatives, and by reference, 
when necessary, to the jouraals of the Senate, the reports 
of committees, the bills of tie two Houses, and the laws of 
the United States; and that the Clerk be authorized to em- 
ploy a suitable person, with a compensation not exceeding 
the sui patd the engrossing clerks of this House, to be paid 
out of the contingent fund of the House. 

Mr. FICKLIN moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, but withdrew it at the request of the 
mover. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, in advocating the passage 
of the resolution, said this work would be prepared 
with great labor, and would be found exceedingly 
valuable: Every one must be aware of the fact 
that a great variety of tricks and frauds were every 
year resorted to by persons interested in private 
claims, and the object of this resolution was to fur- 
nish a safeguard by the publication of the document 
to which the resolution referred. It was well known 
that, after adverse reports had been made on pri- 
vate claims, the frienda of the claims caused them 
to be withdrawn from the files of the House, and 
afler the lapse of a few years they were again re- 
vived and attempts were made to smuggle them 
through the House in ignorance of any previous 
action upon them. In this way he had no doubt 
that yearly thousands and tens of thousands were 
drawn improperly from the treasury. The publi- 
cation, therefore, of an alphabetical list of all the 
claims which have been before Congress, a state- 
ment of the action had thereon, the year, the name 
of the committee making the report, the number of 
the report, and other particulars, would save much 
trouble to the House and its committees and large 
sums to the Government at an inconsiderable 
cost. 

Mr. FICKLIN had withdrawn his motion to 
lay on the table with the view of giving the honor- 
able member who reported the resolution an op- 
portunity to make an explanation of its object. It 
was doubtless of some importance to have such a 
work, but he apprehended the present resolution 
embraced claims extending over too great a space 
of time. It seemed the gentleman desired to em- 
brace claims which had come here year after year, 
and Congress after Congress, from the 14th Con- 
gress to the present time, which he very much 
feared would make the work too voluminous. It 
would embrace too many things, and he begged to 
suggest to the honorable mover that it would make 
a volume so large as to be useless for the purposes 
designed, inasmuch as it would be too large for 
convenient investigation by members of this House. 
Again, he should move, before taking his seat, to 
strike out so much of the resolution as applies to 
employing a clerk for the purpose contemplated. 
One clerk could not compile the information and 
present it to this House during the present session 
of Congress; whereas, during the recess, the Clerk 
of the House, with the force he had, could compile 
it, and present it at the next session. It was sug- 
gested to him that the Committee of Claims had a 
clerk of its own, who had nothing to do during the 
recess, who might be employed in this business. 

Mr. HENLEY asked the gentleman from Ili- 
nois to allow him to make an explanation. He 
had just been informed, from correct authority, 
that a gentleman employed in the Congressional 
Library had been for two years engaged on a work 
such as was here contemplated, which he had 
nearly completed. Some means should therefore 
be taken to ascertain thémerits of that work. He 
would suggest that this resolution should be laid 
on the table, or recommitted to the committee, 
with instructions to inquire into the state of for- 
wardness and merits of the work to which he had 
referred. , 
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Mr. FICKLIN said the suggestion of the gen. 
tleman from Indiana was an additional reason why 
action should not be pressed upon the resolution 
at this time. If the Librarian of Congress aq 
such a work in preparation, it would be unneces. 
sary to compile a work which was alread y pre- 
pared. He would, however, now move to strike 
out that part of the resolution which provides for 
the employment of a clerk. ° 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Aiabama, suggested that 
the resolution should be laid upon the table. He 
was by no means inclined io believe that the case 
was so strong as presented by the gentleman from 
Connecticut. Such gross violations of propriety 
as the withdrawal of adverse testimony must Le 
very extraordinary cases indeed; though he ai- 
mitted that it was not an unusual circumstance {or 
the House to give permission to withdraw papers 
from the files of the House. The gentleman from 
Connecticut, however, would find the adverse as 
well as the favorable reports in the Library of Con- 
gress, to which reference could be had whenever 
necessary and desirable. What benefit, then, 
could be derived from the publication of so volu- 
minous a work as that contemplated by the hon- 
orable gentleman’s resolution? He hoped it would 
be laid on the table for the present, that they 
might have an opportunity to make inquiries on 
the subject. 

Mr. POLLOCK said he entertained no doubt of 
the merit of the resolution. Any man who had 
served upon the Committee of Claims must be 
aware that there were hundreds of cases in which, 
if there had been an adverse report, it could never 
come to the knowledge of the committee. Many 
cases had occurred where a claim had been allow- 
ed, and the money drawn from the treasury, and 
some years after that very same claim was renew- 
ed, and possibly with success. Mr. P. himself 
knew one case where this happened twenty-five 
years after the claim had been paid; and it would 
have been allowed a second time, had not, by a 
mere accident, a receipt in full been discovered in 
the Treasury Department. But, as it had been 
stated that a similar work was in preparation, Mr. 
P. would move to recommit the resolution, with 
instructions to ascertain whether such a work was 
preparing by one of the clerks of the House. The 
necessity for some such digest must be evident to 
all. He had not a doubt its effect would be to save 
to the Government thousands of dollars every year. 

Mr. GIDDINGS expressed his hope that the 
resolution would pass. Its necessity was fully ap- 
parent to his mind. He adverted to the case of a 
claim brought before the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, accompanied by ample and most satisfactory 
documents. Mr. G. examined them, and could 
find no deficiency. Yet still he had a vague im- 
pression that the claim had at some time been ex- 
amined, and had not till this very morning discov- 
ered that the whole matter had undergone a most 
thorough examination, and $10,000 been allowed 
and paid. This would be four or five times the 
cost of making the proposed index. As the thing 
stood, a claim might brought in which had 
once been referred to some other committee; but, 
being unaccompanied with any bill or report, there 
was no clue to discover the fact. The work pro- 

osed would show at a glance every claim which 
had ever been referred to any committees of the 
House, to what committee it had gone, and when 
and where and what was the result. 

Mr. G. referred to another very striking case, 
which occurred about ten years since. Mr. G 
was on the Committee of Claims, and examined a 
certain claim referred to that committee. The ac- 
companying testimony was full and conclusive; 
yet he was not wholly without a suspicion that all 
was not right. Yet, on examining and reéxamin- 
ing the proof, he found there was no escape, and he 
accordingly reported a bill allowing the claim. But 
while the bill was actually on its passage, a mes- 
senger came to him from the claimant, who was 
on his death-bed, saying that the whole claim was 
fraudulent, and without a shadow of foundation, 
and begging that it might be immediately with- 
drawn. The man’s conscience was in agony in 
view of a coming world, and would not let him die 
without this act of justice. It turned out that the 
claim had once been disallowed, but the whole tes- 
timony had been withdrawn, and a new set of 
papers substituted in their place. He mentioned 
this case as an illustration of the need there was 


for the work proposed. 








€ 


Id 


ch 


e; 
itl 


1848. 





Mr. STANTON moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. ee : 

Mr. ROCKWELL said, if that motion were 
persisted in, he should demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. STANTON thereupon withdrew it. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, did not mean | 
to oppose the resolution, but wished its consider- 
ation deferred a little. To refuse it on account of 
the expense would be penny wise and pound fool- 
ish. But he would like to have some estimate of 
the extent and cost of the work. Would it be 
comprised in one volume, or extend to three or 
more? All the reports made on petitions and 
claims were printed, and were to be found in the 
library of the House. It would be a useless ex- 
nense to republish them. All that was needed was 
to have the subssance in a very condensed form. 
He presumed every gentleman or committee to 
whom a claim was referred, would, as a matter of 
course, resort to the library, and examine what had 
been reported on it before. 

Mr. ROCKWELL explained. His resolution 
was a mere transcript of a similar one which had 
assed in the Senate. All that was required was 


an alphabetical index of the names of the claim- | 


ants, the nature of the claim in few words, to what 
committee it had gone, and what had been done in 
rezard to it. It was to extend to all the commit- 


tees in the House, and not to be confined to the | 
Committee of Claims. Asto a personal examina- | 


tion of all the previous reports as they lay scattered 


through a thousand volumes of reports in the || 


House Library, it could not be done. ‘The thing 


one claim referred to him in a session. All his 


intervals of time would be little enough to examine || 


that one claim. 


Mr. THOMPSON said, if it was to be nothing | 


but an index of claims, he should vote for the 
resolution. 

Mr. FARAN expressed his hope that the reso- 
lution would pass. Such a book was greatly need- 
ed for the protection of the Government. Claims 


rejected were often presented anew with different | 
testimony, and their former rejection never sus- | 


pected. ‘This was the more necessary at this Con- 
gress, as so large a portion of it were new mem- 
bers. 


Mr. ROCKWELL opposed the motion to re- | 
commit as unnecessary. He had no objection to | 
the recommitment if he could see any good to come | 


out of it. But he could see no good whatever. No 


gentleman could have served in that House fora |, 


single session without becoming convinced of the 
need of some such safeguard as the resolution pro- 


posed. It was as much needed here, and more, | 
than it had been in the Senate, because more claims || 


were presented here. As to its being done by the 
clerk of the Committee of Claims, that officer had 
his hands full during the whole session, and in the 


recess he had as much as he could do in bringing | 
up the record of the minutes of the committee. | 


‘The work should be committed to some competent 
person, and should be done by one hand, and not 
parcelled out among different clerks. 

Mr. R. did not know what might be doing by 
the House librarian; but he could not conceive that 
he would be likely to furnish such a work as this 


resolution proposed. He was probably engaged | 


on some index of a general character, but which 
would serve a different purpose from this. The 


book would save thousands upon thousands to the i 
Government, and would pay its own cost a thou- || 


sand fold, 


Mr. HENLEY had no doubt whatever of || 


the importance of the document desired, nor 
had Mr. H. the least desire to defeat the resolu- 
tion. He knew a little of these matters himself. 
But he understood that precisely such a book as 
that proposed was already in progress by the libra- 


rian of the House, and nearly completed. Would | law. The next stone in this modern Democratic co 
it not be better to recommit the resolution and in- || umn was the present glorious WAR—a war of which 
quire into the facts before employing a person to |) the gentleman from Lilinois boasted, and which had 


do what it was possible had been done alread y ? 
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| that was his Jeffersonian Democracy; thot was his 
admiration for Jeffersonian doctrine. Next was 
built into this column a vast standing army of 
ninety or one hundred thousand men; and tocrown 
the whole, a system of oppressive taxation to dis- 
Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, said, that || charge the ashe, imposed not on foreigners, but 

when be obtained the floor, it had been with no || upon the labor and domestic industry of the peo- 
design or desire to reply to the remarks of the || ple of the United States. Here stood the magnifi- 
| gentleman over the way from Illinois, [Mr. Me- j| cent Democratic column of Mr. Polk’s *‘niinis- 

CLERNAND,] in laudation of the President and the || tration—a column built up with the skulls and 
policy of his administration. He had had a very | bleaching bones of our best citizens, cemented by 
different object in view. But he felt so strongly || their blood! It is set up for the admiration of 
tempted to say a few words in reply that he could |} mankind. And the gentleman from Illinois seems 
not wholly refrain, but would occupy only a few 1 to revel, with his model master, in the contempla- 
minutes in making a few passing remarks on some | tion of so sublime a piece of Executive architect- 


Josern R. Incersout inthe chair,) and proceeded 

to the consideration of the annual message of the 

President of the United States, and the resolutions 

offered by Mr. Vinton, referring the same to the 
| various commenren committees, 











of the positions the gentleman had taken. ure. They seem to revel in delight at the view. 
The eloquent gentleman from Ilinois had pro- || But they have quaffed their cup of glory to its very 
nounced a most splendid and high-wrought eulo- || dregs, its dregs of bitterness and gall. Now let 
gium on the President of the United States. it || them swim in the oceans of blood that had been 
was a eulogy not on any one of the departed, but || spilt! Let them sport their pleasure-boat in the 
on the living, ruling, reigning President of the day. rivers of tears shed by orphan children and their 
The gentleman informed the members of the House || widowed mothers! They appeared delighted to 
that ours was “a mopeL President.’’ As for such | look around them; they listened with rapture to 
Presidents as Washington, and Madison, and Jef- || the music of the groans of the dying—of the 
ferson, they sank into utter insignificance before || cries of children made fatherless—of the agonized 
the finished perfection of James K. Polk, the || shrieks and despairing cries of the widows which 
** model President,’’ now living. And the gentle- || the sword had made. But, while thus gaily sail- 

| man went on to say that it had been reserved for || ing and listening to the music so grateful to their 
this, our model President, to build up the great || ears, there was a phantom—a ghost—a horrible 
Democratic column that was to stand as the bright || shadow, which rose suddenly to * sear their eye- 
and enduring monument of his administration, || balls ** in the midst of this joyous revelry. What 
Well, sir, inquired Mr. S., and what sort of acol- |; was it?) The gentleman raised his eyes and looked 


umn is it? And how has it been erected? In the || across the way to this side of the House, and cried 
was outof the question. If that must be the course | 
on each claim, a member need not have more than 


first place, in order to clear a place for it to stand 
on, this model President began by tearing down 
/ and utterly demolishing the great Democratic col- 
/ umn which Washington, and Jefferson, and Mad- 
| ison, and Monroe, had, by their joint labors, built 
up. And when he had got this down, then he set 
himself to work to build up a new one in its place 
—acolumn of military glory. Builtof what? Why, 
sir, of the bones of the best portion of the Amer- 
ican people, victims of the climate and of the 
sword in a foreign land, and he has cemented it 
with their blood. ‘The old Washington and Jef- 
ferson column—a column of wisdom and of peace 
—had long stood amidst the storms of our politi- 
cal atmosphere; and when and how was that erect- 
''ed? At the foundation Jay the great system of 
internal improvements, recommended first by || cans at Buena Vista. 
Washington himself, and sustained as the policy The gentleman told us another thing. He was 
of every subsequent Administration—rivers, har- || not content with holding up Mr. Poll as the model 
bors, and all. (‘The gentleman quite forgot to teil || President: he said he was the * reflex of popular 
us that in knocking down the old column, he had || opinion.” Yes, sir; that was it; * the reflex of 
| utterly demolished the only system by which his || popular opinion.’? Aye, indeed? Mr. Polk the 
| own constituents and his own district and State || reflex of popular opinion in this country! Why, 
ever had, or ever would receive a single dollar |) sir, I will point the gentleman, on that subject, to 
out of the United States treasury; this he entire- 
| ly omitted to mention.) The second stone in this || public opinion. Let him cast his eyes on this side 
| glorious old Washingtonian column was the great || of the House and on that side; at the last session 
| protective system. ‘T’his he has laid flat with the || Mr. Polk’s majority in this House was nearly two 
ground, that he might replace it by a system which |/ to one; but where is the majority now, sir? Here 
lakes off taxes from the labor of foreigners to in- || is a little “ reflex’? for the gentleman to look on, 
pose them on the necks and the strong arms of our || and for the President too. 
own native laboring population—a system which Mr. McCLERNAND interposed to make some 
| Must soon come to direct taxation, in order to sus- || remark in reply; but, owing to his position and 
tain ‘the extravagance and gratify the ambition || some noise in the Hall, it was wholly lost to the 
of this our model President, ‘The old Democrat- || reporter. 
ic column of Jefferson and Washington being Mr. STEWART resumed. Yes, sir, here is 
thus demolished, how is this new Polk column || one “ reflex,” and there will be another ‘‘ reflex’”’ 
| constructed—this magnificent column which has || when old Rough and Ready comes. He will drive 
‘called forth to so enthusiastic a degree the admi- || the gentleman and his party where they never will 
ration of the honorable gentleman from Illi- || be seenagain. [ leave this reflex to the gentleman 
nois? The first, the foundation stone of this || and his reflections; let him contrast it with the 
| stupendous structure, was the sub-treasury; and || splendid column which his model President has 
so worthy was this of its important position || built of the bones and blood of armies and navies, 
|| that in a little while the Administration would not || of debt and taxation, piled up mountain high, for 
| have a single dollar to place in its vaults; no, not || the admiration of posterity. 
|| one bit of coin to jingle against another; and Con- But enough of this. I rose for the purpose of 
| gress would soon be refreshed by an appeal from || examining a recent report of the Seeretary of the 
this model man to repeal the great sub-treasury || Treasury, which has been lauded here and else- 
where as ** the — production of the age;” a 
document which has been printed in German, and 
in I don’t know how many other languages, and 
|| been brought on by the President himself. Inthat || has been profusely circulated among the people ; 


out to us, in a hollow voice, that seemed to shake 
with sudden fear, ** Don’t get behind that military 
chieftain!’? Aye, sir; he saw a shadow dressed 
| in arms, with nodding plume, and he turned pale 
atthe sight. And why were we not to gather be- 
hind this “noble old chieftain??? Was it because 
he never led his followers but to victory? But, sir, 
if the mere shadow of that nodding crest so 
affrighted the gentleman, how will he sustain him- 
self when he Deholds. the living reality in breath 
and being? How will his heart beat when he hears 
the rattling of grape and canister? when the roar 
of small-arms and great guns falls upon his ears? 
What will be the feeling at the White House then? 
Sir, the gentleman and his party, his mode! Presi- 
dent and all, will fly before him as did the Mexi- 





The question being on the motion to recommit, i the gentieman was certainly right. ‘The war was || and it is working in every direction that effect 


and the ayes being 68— 
Mr. HENLEY demanded the yeas and nays, 


but the House at first refused to order them. They |, 


were ordered, however, on a count by tellers. 


THE PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House then 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. 


|| brought on by the President alone, by his own in- || for which it was intended by misleading and de- 
|| dividual act, without submitting the question of its || ceiving the 
|| propriety to Congress, then in session at the other 4 1846. I will here say, in my place, that never 
|| end of the avenue. For all that has followed that || did an official paper emanate from any civilized 
|, act he is responsible, and he may have the glory |} Government in the world which contained so many 

_and responsibility together. Next came a great || falsehoods, (1 cannot use any milder term,) false- 
| and overshadowing navy. And the stone that next || hoods so numerous and so gross. Falsehoods, not 
) was laid was a tremendous national debt. Yes, |! in hundreds or in s misstated, but false- 





another ** reflex’? (an humble one, it may be) of © 


ople on the subject of the tariff of 
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hoods in millions and hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars. ‘That its statements are false, I am prepared 
to prove from the Secretary’s own reports. 1 will 
show from his own figures that he has fallen into 
mistakes, or misstatements of the truth, in one case 
of eighty-two millions; in another instance of one 
ennleal anit seventy-five millions; in another of 
four hundred and one millions, and in another of 
four hundred and twenty-three millions. Ido not 
say, I will not positively charge, that these mis- 
statements were made with design; with that ques- 
tion it belongs not to me to meddle; but I say that 
his own figures prove the fact to be so. I will 
give the Secretary’s own figures, exposing their 
gross, their palpable misstatements, book and page, 
and | pray gentlemen to take them and show them 
to Mr. Walker, and let him deny or explain them 
awayifhecan, This wonderful effort of financial 
ability, this greatest production of the age, is so 
replete with monstrous errors, that it is not won- 
derful that the honorable Secretary should have 
fainted (as he is said to have done) under the 
amazing task of producing them, and endeavoring 
to put them forth as truth, Sir, it is an easy thing 
to prove the truth to be true; but the task of work- 
ing error into truth is too great for even the sub- 
lime genius, the hereulean ability of Mr. Walker 
himself; and I say it is no wonder he fainted under 
the attempt. 

Sir, the honorable Secretary has in his report 
three great objects in view. The first is, to prove 
that low duties always produced increased reve- 
nue; the second is, to préve that the reduction of 
duties has produced not only an increase of im- 
ports but of exports, and especially of the exports 
of breadstuffs and provisions; and the third ts, to 
show that, by reducing the duties and increasing 
imports, he has benefited the farming, mechanical, 
and manufacturing interests of the country. Yes, 
to show that importing foreign goods by millions 
on millions, and sending money out of the country 
to pay for them, is the way to help the interests 
of American labor! Yet so says the Secretary. 

The first position this report attempts to estab- 
lish is, that his project of reducing duties has pro- 
duced an increase of eight millions of dollars in the 
revenue. So fur is this from being true, or any- 
thing like the truth, that I will show that instead 
of bringing into the treasury eight millions more, 
it has actually brought $7,202,657 less than would 
have been received during the last year had the 
tariff of 1842 remained in operation; a blunder of 
the small amount of fifteen millions of dollars in a 
single year. 

If gentlemen will look at the first pages of the 
three last annual reports of the Secretary, they will 
find that, by his own showing, the tariff of 1842 
produced in 1845 $27,528,112; in 1846, 826,712,667; 
and in 1847, under Mr. Walker’s tariff of 1846, he 
received only $23,747,864, almost three millions 
less than was received in 1846, and nearly four 
millions less than in 1845. Now, sir, by looking 
at the late report of the Secretary, it appears that 
last year we imported about ten and a half mil- 
lions more dutiable goods than in 1845, which, at 
32 per cent., the average duties under the tariff of 
1842, would yield $3,416,429, which, with the ex- 
cess received in 1845 over 1847, $3,718,288, makes 
$7,202,657 more revenue which would have been 
received if the tariffof 1842 had not been repealed. 
This is mathematically true; and yet, in the face 
of these facts, the President and Secretary say the 
revenue has been increased more than eight mil- 
lions of dollars. 

In his report of last session, he gives his own 
estimate for the proceeds of the present or last year 
(1847) at $27,835,731; yet it has actually produced 
but $23,147,864, more than four millions less than 
his own official estimate. Yet both he and the 
model President say that the tariff has more than 
realized the most sanguine hopes of its frends! | 
confess I do not comprehend statements like these. 
Perhaps the Secretary may explain them. 

Now as to the modus operandi, the legerdemain, 
the sleight-of-hand, by which falsehoods are made 
to appear true, the plan by which he attempts to 
make it out that he has received more revenue 
under the tariff of 1846 than was received under 
that of 1842. How is this done! It is done by 
cutting up the years; taking a few months of one 
year and four or five months of another—five 
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ation till December; during this time imports pay- 


| ing duties were almost entirely arrested. The fact 








being that the duties would in a few months be || 
greatly reduced, a very large amount of goods | 


which would have come in and paid duty accord- 
ing to the then existing tariff of 1842, were with- 
held till the duties came down. 


this period, of course little revenue, in compari- 


son, was coming in, though the country was still | 
nominally under the tariff of 1842. Now these | 


are the months which this very fair and candid 
Secretary takes for his estimate of the produce of 
the tariff of 1842. As soon as the reduced tariff of 
1846 went into operation, all these goods, which 
had been held back waiting for the reduced duties, 
were at once poured in, and in pours revenue by 
millions, 


seeking Secretary takes, as showing the compara- 
tive product of this model tariff, contrasted with 


| five months of the tariff of 1842, giving a little over 


seven millions, when, for two years before, the 


revenue had exceeded an average of twenty-seven | 


millions! And this is put forth as a fair compart- 
son. This ix no deception. 
This is the way to bring truth to the people! He 


might as well compare the strength of a giant and | 
that of a child, by putting down what the giant 


could lift when on his sick bed and in his last 
hours, and what the child could lift in the vigor of 
health and under a sudden and violent excitement. 
Would this be a very satisfactory way of proving 
that the child was stronger than the giant? 


The next thing the learned Secretary attempts | 
| to prove is, that under low duties more revenue is | 
always obtained than under high duties. To | 


show this, he selects ten years’ income under a 
high tariff, and ten years under a low one. He 
selects ten years, from 1832 to 1842, under the 
compromise bill, for his low tariff; and ten years, 
from 1824 to 1832, eight years under the high tariff 
of 1824 and 1828, with two years under the tariff 
of 1842, as the high tariff period. Now, I assert, 
that in the very years on which he relies, and 
which he has selected for the comparison, his own 
figures prove, not that he got less revenue under 
the high than the low paid, but they prove that hegot 
eighty-tweo millions more under the high tariff than 
he did under the low. For the proot, I refer gen- 
tlemen and the Secretary to his own official report 
on the finances in 1845, page 956. Here you have 
his own report. Take it down, gentlemen; I de- 
sire you to take a minute of what I state; for what 
I say I can prove. I hope the chancellor of the 
exchequer that was [Mr. McKay] will pay special 
attention to these statements. I say, on Mr. Walk- 


er’s own showing, that under the ten years of | 


low tariff the receipts were $214,885,858, and that 


under the high tariff years the receipts were | 
$297,842,215. The difference in favor of the high | 


tariff is $82,956,356—€8,295,635 per year; and yet 
the Secretary and the President say that all expe- 


rience proves that low tariffs give the most rev- || 


enue! Whether such statements proceeded from 
ignorance or design he would not say, but it was 
one or the other. 
to date, book, and page. 
it. I want Mr. Walker himself to look at it. I 
suppose when he sent us his book, with all these 
confident statements, supported by figures too, he 
thought it would answer its purpose, 
to his character for truth and candor to admit or 


| deny this statement, or authorize some friend to | 
i Will it bedone? We 


do it for him on this floor. 
will see. 

And now for his positions on the subject of ex- 
ports. The Secretary affirms that the balance of 


trade is always in our favor under a low tariff; that | 


our exports exceed our imports, and that the ex- 
ports of breadstuffs and provisions are especially 


| inereased. Now I say that, deducting the imports 


during the ten years of high tariffs, selected by the 
Secretary for comparison, from the imports during 
the ten years of low tariffs, and it would appear 


| that the balance against the country under the low 


tariff was $401,976,076—equal to $40,197,607 a 


They were piled || 
up in warehouses or kept in bond till the tariff of | 
1846 and low duties took effect; besides, goods | 
which had paid heavy duties were reéx ported, and | 
the duties withdrawn from the treasury. During | 


The goods and duties withdrawn from || 
the tariff of 1842 now return under the tariff of || 
1846; and these are the months which this truth- | 


Oh, no; this is fair. | 


I refer (said Mr. 8S.) to day, |! 
Let them look at || 


He owes it | 


how had it been paid? By two hundred millions of 
|| State bonds, gent to Europe to pay for goods: a 
‘| mereantile debt of nearly an equal amount, resy|t. 
ing at the end of the low duty period, in 1840, °4] 
and °42, in repudiation and bankruptcy, State, na_ 
| tional, and individual, throughout the land. Ye 
we are told by the President and Seeretary that 
low duties produce prosperity, national and jndj. 
vidual, and especially the prosperity of the farmers 
and laborers of the “toiling millions.”’ 
But this is not all. ‘Take the exports from the 
| imports during these ten years of low duties, and 
it will be found that the debt against the people of 
the United States in favor of foreigners is $176,- 
| 166,242. What a sam of national prosperity is 
here exhibited! 
| Such is the evidence in favor of Mr. Walker's 
position that low tariffs always turn the balance of 
| trade in our favor. Such are the happy effects of 
_his policy of free trade. Low tariffs always have 
been and always will be the ruin of the country, 
Let any man look at the scenes of general distress 
which always have followed this insane policy; the 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
} 


\ ruin of flourishing establishments, the multiplica- 


| tion of bankruptcies, the advertisements of sheriffs’ 
, sales, the destruction of credit and confidence, the 

prostration of enterprise, the stagnation of trade 

and general condition of discontent and misery 
|, which have invariably succeeded the adoption of 
these false and visionary theories, and he will find 
one of the best criterions to judge of their political 
soundness. And such, I say, will always be the 
consequences of a repetition of the experiment, 
Mr. Walker says that they never have followed. 
I say they always have. ‘Their whole theory isa 
mistake, and practice will ever so prove it to be; 
and when it is put forth in the very face of facts 
which every intelligent man knows, it is diflicult 
to resist the conclusion that it is done to deceive; 
that there is an object to be attained by misleading 
the public mind. 

Again: the Secretary asserts that low duties 
have always been accompanied by a greatly in- 
creased export of breadstuffs. And he attributes 
| the sudden augmentation in those exports during 
the last season not to the famine in Ireland and 
|| over the south of Europe, not at all, but solely to 
his model tariff of 1846! That is what has done it 
| all. Low duties, not starvation, have induced the 
|| people of the Old World suddenly to eat Indian 
| meal, and call out for American flour and Ameri- 
‘| can beef. But I wish to ask him—and I put the 
| same question to southern gentlemen in this 
|| House—if this reduction of duties is the thing 
| which has produced so large an export of bread- 
1 stuffs, pray why had it not in this same degree in- 
|| creased the exports of cotton and tobacco? The 
|| export of cotton under this model tariff of our 
|| model President has been less by four millions of 
| dollars than the average exports of ten years past, 
from 1835 to 1845. 

What did this? What produced this falling off 
under this beautiful free-trade policy? Was that, 
too, the fruit of the tariff of 1846? Why has there 
been no increased export of cotton? Southern 
gentlemen—cotton growers—how is this? And 

ou, ye tobacco growers, how comes it that, under 

r. Walker’s patent machine to increase exports, 
| the export of tobacco has fallen off a million and 
ahalf? What say you to that? Was this the 
happy effect of the tariff of 1846? The Secretary 
tells us that the starvation in Europe has had little 
|| or nothing to do with the consumption there of our 
| breadstuffs; nothing whatever. ell, the starva- 
| tion has ceased, breadstuffs are down, and now the 
redoubtable Mr. Secretary Walker is like to be 
caught in his own trap! I tell you that ina few 

weeks more, the corn laws in England, sliding-scale 
and all, will be in full operation. oe | were 
|| merely suspended, not repealed, during the famine; 
| and now, when the famine is over, and Mr. Walk- 
| er is caught in Sir Robert Peel’s trap, the corn laws 
go into full effect on the first day of March next, 


| 





|| and then exports cease, the revenue falls off, and 
|| Mr. Walker will have to appeal to us to restore 
| the tariff of 1842, to replenish his empty sub- 
| treasury, and feed the starving armies, civil 

|| military, at home and abroad. cd lh be 

| He next tells us with infinite satisfaction that 
| his report in favor of free trade and British goods 
|| in 1845 was reprinted in England; that “‘ Sir Rob- 


months under the tariff of 1842 and seven under || year; and deducting during each period the goods || ert Peel raised his eyes to the light of truth.” No 
the tariff of 1846. Everybody knows the tariff of } reéxported, the balance against the country would || wonder Sir Robert raised his eyes in astonish- 
1846 was passed in July, and did not go into oper- || be increased to the sum of $423,455,724. And |! ment. No wonder that he suspended the duties 
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on breadstuffs, and let them in to feed Ireland that 
was starving. But when that fit of starvation is 
relieved, the protection to British agriculture as 
well as manufactures is at once restored. 


The Secretary asserts that under high tariffs the | 
export of beeadetufe has always fallen off. The | 
whole experience of the past, he says, establishes | 


this general fact; and he wants our farmers to look 
at the fact. Now, I aver that for four years under 
the highest tariff we ever had—I mean the * bill 
of abominations,’’ the tariff of 1828—we exported 
to Great Britain (England, Scotland, and Ireland) 
a hundred times as much breadstuffs as we did du- 
ring four years from 1835 to 1839, under the low 
tariff or compromise bill of 1833. Yes, I repeat it; 
during four years of the operation of the ** bill of 


abominations,’ our exports of breadstufis (wheat, | 


flour, corn, and corn meal) were one hundred times 
greater to England than during four years under 
the compromise bill. Yet the Secretary says the 
exports of breadstuffs have uniformly been less 
under a high than under a low tariff! 

Here Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, called 
for the proof of Mr. Srewart’s position. 

Mr. STEWART. The gentleman shall have it. 
Iwillgiveittohim. Here itis. I have got it from 
official reports, carefully revised by an officer of 
this House. Here is the result. He would give 
the details in tabular form hereafter; they were 
ready, but he had no time to read them now; his 
brief hour was fast running away, and with all the 
haste he could make he would not be able to get 
half through what he wished to say. But he would 
furnish the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Hoxtmes] with the information he desired; he could 
only give him the aggregates. 

In four years, from 1835 to 1839, under low 
duties, we imported from Great Britain $253,000,- 
W00 worth of goods, equal to $63,000,000 a year, 
and she took from us, during this period of low 
duties, $94,629 worth of breadstuffs, equal to 
$23,657 per year! Well, now for the high tariff 
of 1828, which lasted four years, from 1828 to 
1833. During this time, we took from Great 
Britain $142,000,000 worth of goods, equal to 
$35,000,000 a year; and she took from us, under 
this enormously high tariff, $9,504,241 worth of 
our breadstuffs, equal to $2,376,060 per year. 
We, under the high tariff, taking about half as 
much of her goods, and she taking one hundred 
umes as much of our breadstuffs. Yet the Secre- 
tary and President say that low duties always have 
and always will increase the exportation of our 
breadstufis! Yet the Secretary says that if we do 
not take more British goods in pay for our bread- 
stuffs, ‘* England will have to pay specie for our 
breadstuffs, and not having it to spare, she will 
take less or pay less for our cotton.’ 

Yes, let the gentleman from South Carolina 
[Mr. Hotmes] put these amounts down and dis- 
prove them if he can. Let him take it to Mr. 
Valker; if he does not, I will send it to him, and 
call upon him to vindicate himself from the charge 
of having given his official sanction and the weight 
of his high station to these gross misstatements, 
calculated, if not intended, to deceive the people. 
He has stuffed every page almost of his report full 
of breadstuffs. But l am mistaken if he will not 
be sick of his breadstuffs before all is over. [A 
laugh.] In 1836 we imported eighty-six millions 
worth of British goods, and she took from us in 
breadstuffs the heavy amount of $1,684; that is, 
we take $466 from her in her manufactures to 
every single cent she takes from us%in the form of 
our breadstuffs. And let it not be forgotten that 
of those very manufactures more than one-eighth 
ne of the whole value is made up of British 
vreadstuffs consumed in the making of the goods. 
(When I say Britain, I mean England, Ireland, 
and Scotland, not*her dependencies. ) 

The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. McCuier- 
NAND] congratulates himself very highly on the 
repeal of the tariff of 1842. Now, he probabl 
forgets that his own district consumed, in 1836, 
$373,913 worth of British goods to every $732 she 
took of its agricultural products—assuming that 
his district consumes in proportion to all others. 
Yet we are congratulated on the great increase in 
the export of breadstuffs under low duties ! 

What I have here stated I hold myself bound to 
maintain. The statements cannot be successfully 
contradicted. They will not be contradicted. 1 
doubt whether it will be attempted. They may 
reply, but they cannot and will not attempt to dis- 
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prove these facts. They are afraid to deny and | this House who would do full justice to the posi- 


ashamed to admit them. [A voice: It will be an- | tion the gentleman had taken. But he assured the 


swered, probably, by a personal attack.) Well, | gentleman that his friend General Taylor, whom 
so be it. Iam used to personal attacks, but they | he had so unceremoniously introduced, would not 
have not and cannot deter me from the fearless dis- | thank him for presenting the issue of a high tariff 
charge of my duty on this floor. in connection with his name—an issue which had 
Again: the Secretary says another thing. He | always been avoided by him, an issue as to com- 
says that by the tariff of 1846 duties have been re- | mitting himself upon which General Taylor was 
duced from 100 and 200 per cent. down to 20 and | exceedingly cautious. 
30 per cent.; that three-fifths of the duty has been But there was another question upon which he 
taken off of iron; and more than one-half the duty | should ask the indulgence of this committee—a 
off of coal; and yet he says the price of iron is | question which to his mind presented one of the 
higher than it was before, and of coal too. Well, | most important, one of the most profoundly inter- 
sir, if the fuct is so, who then is benefited by the | esting issues which had ever been raised. He 
reduction of the duty? The foreigner, most clear- | was admonished that this was an old question; he 
ly, and the foreigner alone. American consumers | knew it was to some uninteresting; but for more 
pay more for their iron than they did before. The | than thirty years he had been a close observer of 
amount of the change is this, that the foreigner | the political history of this country, with the small 
brings his iron into our market, and the treasury | portion of intellect he possessed; and after all the 
loses three-fifths of the former duty. Of such a | lights that had been thrown upon it from this 
state of things this model of a Secretary congratu- | observation and experience, he still felt, as he had 
lates Pennsylvania, and alludes to the result of the || ever felt, that it was one of the most important 
late elections as speaking her approval of his |, questions which had ever been agitated in this 
financiering ! country. He referred to the question involved in 
I will tell you one way in which he lowers duties. | the able and luminous message of the President 
He takes off one-half the duty on brandy and puts | lately received upon the subject of internal im- 
it upon tea and coffee. He relieves the rich man’s | provements. 
brandy, and burdens with a heavy hand the tea and | He felt under obligations to the gentleman from 
coffee of * the toiling millions.” And for this he |) Pennsylvania [Mr. Stewart] and to the gentle- 
got the votes of Pennsylvania! He takes nearly | men from Ohio {Mr. Vinton and Mr. Scuenck] 
one-half of the duty off of hats, and 50 and 30 per | for coming up so boldly to the mark as they had, 
cent. off of cloths and shoes. What for? ‘To in- || for taking a platform so broad and so wide as 
crease revenue. How will this increase revenue? | could not be mistaken. They had been told by 
| 
' 
| 


By increasing imports. He says he has reduced | the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. C. B. Sauru)} 
the duties one-third, so that now he must import | that the only limit to the power of Congress to 
one hundred and fifty millions worth of goods to | make internal improvements was the will of Con- 
get the same revenue that one hundred millions | gress. That all those fancied securities which it 
gave under the tariff of 1842, and he must send | had been supposed were erected by the Constitus 
fifty millions of dollars to pay for them. So the | tion had been swept away. Those who, like him, 
foreigner sells us fifty millions to displace fifty | maintained the rights of the States and a strict 
millions now made at home, without paying our | construction of the Constitution, had been accus- 
treasury one cent more revenue—foreigners have || tomed to believe that their broad rivers and their 
all the benefit, and Americans bear all the loss. | fair lands belonged to them, and that they were 
That is the beautiful policy of our model Presi- || not merely the tenants of the General Government. 
dent and his model Secretary, and a pretty pair of | If State rights and State sovereignty were a phan- 
models they are! [A laugh.] But, there is a } tom, it was high time they should be informed of 
shadow over them! Old Rough and Ready is | it, so that they might recognize their allegiance 
coming to correct all this anti-American policy and | and their obligations in all respects to the General 
see justice done to the American people. Under | Government. He had not so learned the Consti- 
this precious doctrine of Mr. Walker, we must! tution or the cotemporaneous construction of it. 
import six millions more of foreign iron to get the | Those venerable sages and patriots who gave it to 
duties we did, and leave so much of our own iron |: us asa rich legacy,a safe hope in every peril, anda 
under the ground. Why must we take so much | sure pledge in every storm, had no such thing in 
more of British iron, while England will not take |; view when they declared that all powers not dele- 
any more of our cotton? _ |, gated by the Constitution to the United States, nor 
Once more: this Secretary tells us that the uni- || prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the 
form effect of a high tariff is to oppress labor, and Dineee respectively and to the people. 
that of low tariffs is to favor it. It will soon, he And permit him to say that he never felt more 
says, become ‘an axiomatic truth,” that aLt |) gratified in his life—and he knew the Democratic 
TARIFFS are a TAX upon LABOR. A tax on foreign | party of the country would feel and acknowledge 
goods a tax on our own labor! Indeed! I will | their obligations to the distinguished gentleman 
adopt the maxim, but with an amendment. 1 move || from Ohio {Mr. Vinton] for the compliment, the 
to insert the word “ foreign.” All tariffs are a tax || unwilling compliment, he paid the President of 
on foreign labor. So they are, when foreign labor || the United States for this veto message. limme- 
comes in competition with our own. But, to en- | diately after it was read, that gentleman, who was 
courage the latter, Mr. Walker takes the duty oif || so well acquainted with the political history of the 
of foreign labor and puts it on ourown. The re- || country, was so electrified, so afraid of its influ- 
duction inures to the benefit of the foreigner, and || ence on the public mind, that he asked for the ap- 
the treasury loses the revenue. pointment of a committee of one member from 
He says that low duties are always followed by || each State, that they might have a chance to ex- 
public prosperity; and he very modestly says it |, ercise their ingenuity to frame a reply to go out 
was the effect of his report of 1845, which was || along with it; for he proposed that the message 
published for the use of Parliament, that produced | should not be printed until the committee should 
the repeal of the British corn laws. Sir, the corn |, make their report. ‘There was no paralle! to it, 
laws are not repealed; they never were repealed. |! except when, in the discussion of Mr. Jay’s treaty, 
They were temporarily suspended, it is true; and || Mr. Ames poured forth that burning tide of elo- 
in a very few weeks they will again go into effect. |, quence, and when it was feared, if the vote were 
The Secretary says it is susceptible of mathematical || then taken, it would go in accordance with it, a 
demonstration, that in all countries, this and every || member rose and asked that the House adjourn. 
other, the public prosperity is advanced by low || The distinguished chairman of the Committee of 
duties. I deny it. I say the very reverse is the || Ways and Means felt that something must be 
result of the whole experience of this country, || done to foil the blow and break the edge of this 
and I will proceed to prove it by the Secretary’s || polished shaft. He thanked him for the compli- 
own Official reports. j 


/ment. It was well deserved; it was justly earned 
(Here the Chairman’s hammer fell, and Mr. 8. || by one of the ablest and most forcible documents 
resumed his seat. 


| that had ever been communicated to Congress. It 

Mr. VENABLE next obtained the floor. He || swept away all the distinctions, which troubled 
regretted that the time allotted to him would pre- | gentlemen so much, of salt water and fresh water, 
vent him from taking such notice of the remarks || and all others, by taking away from Congress en- 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stew- || tirely the power to make internal improvements. 
ant] on the tariff as he should like to do. He They had been told by the gentleman from Ohio 
trusted on some other occasion he should have the 


Mr. Viwron] that there was a time when all were 
opportunity; and if he should not, he knew there ederalists and all were Republicans; that those 


were abler and more experienced individuals in '' were palmy days, when all the rancor of partisan 
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feeling was softened down; a proud period in 


American history, when all were Americans. 
Yes, he remembered it; it was during Mr. Mon- 
roe’s administration. He could quote Mr. Mon- 
roc in the latter part of it against Mr. Monroe on 
his first accession to power. Mr. Monroe com- 
mitted the mistake of selecting a Cabinet opposed | 
toeach other, It was the great blunder of his 
admimstration. He did not blame Whigs fer be- 


instinct of self-preservation required it. Mr. Mon- | 
roe, by way of conciliating the difficulties which 

arose during the war of 1812, (for he came into 

vower in 1816, at the close of that war,) remem- 

ering the Hartford Convention, and the formida- 

ble ditliculties that threatened a dissolution of the 

Union, made a mistaken effort to conciliate them. 

Mr. Monroe commenced with the Republican 

creed, and ended with a Federal administration, as 

the history of the country would show. Read 

Mr. Monroe's message when he commenced his 

administration, and you would see that he utterly 

denied the power of this Government over internal 

improvements; and then his messages when he | 
closed, and you would say, not“ how are the mighty 

fallen,’’ (for he never was an admirer of Mr. Mon- 

roe or his administration,) but you would say that 

a wonderful change had come over the spirit of his 

dream. 


He would here turn to the honorable gentleman 


from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. Stanton,] who yesterday | 
gave the House his views, differing from the Pres- | 


ident. ‘The gentleman told them, and they had 
been told by other gentlemen, that the bright, 
great names of Madison, Monroe, Jackson, and 
others, had all approved bills appropriating for 
internal improvements, He had learned that great 
names would not sanctify error. He felt as great 
respect and veneration for General Jackson as any 
one could feel. His brow was entwined with a 
chaplet of never-failing laurels; his name was writ- 
ten with a ray of light upon the page of his coun- 
try’s history; and withered be the tongue which 
would seek to darken that name, or the hand to 
rob him of those laurels. Yet he felt no more re- 
spect for General Jackson’s errors than for those 
of other men; they would do more harm, and 
therefure were the more to be feared, It was re- 
served for Mr. Polk to clear away all the difficul- | 
ties from the question, and take the ground that | 
our Government has no constitutional ability to 
make internal improvements whatever; for if they 
opened the door, they opened the Pandora’s box 
from which numberless evils would fly out. Upon 
this question of the views of the framers of the 
Constitution as to the power of the General Gov- 
ernment over works of internal improvement, he 
had before him the first volume of the Madison | 
Papers, (from which he could not stop to read,) 
which showed that when the express right was 
sought to cut canals, and that, too, moved by Dr. 
Franklin as an amendment to the clause to eatab- 
lish post-roads, it was rejected by the Convention 
that made the Constitution. It seemed to him, if 
auything on the face of the earth could exclude an 
inference, this would. If the right of the Govern- 
ment to make internal improvements was so clear 
and undoubted, why had its advocates sought to 
locate it under every clause of the Constitution? 
He spoke of those different clauses; that giving 
power to Congress to regulate commerce, to estab- 
lish post-roads, &c.; and, finally, the general-wel- 
fare clause, under which anything could be done, 
and all the powers of the Government could be 
consolidated in a single individual, 
‘There was nothing he venerated more than he 
did this Union; there was no richer legacy that he 
wished to leave to his children and to posterity 
than the Union pure and unsullied. But, as much 
as he loved it, as much as he should dread to see it 
sundered, there was one thing which he dreaded 
much more, and that was consolidation—the con- 
centration of all the powers of the States around 
the Federal Government. Such were the senti- 
ments of Jefferson, Madison, and of many mem- 
bers of the Convention. They all feared, more 
than aught else, a consolidation of all power in the 
hands of the General Government. And he would 
here read a single piece of history on this matter, 
which a friend had put into his hands. When 
Congress, in New York, in 1789, immediately after 
the adoption of the Constitution, was fixing a place 
for the seat of the Federal Government, and the 


bill passed the House by which it was located on || 
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order of the day, would, have risen in ‘his place 


| party calling out for a great “ regulator,’’a remedy | 


the Susquehanna, it was expressly provided that ] 
Maryland and Pennsylvania should clear out the || 
river and make the harbor, ‘There was not a sin- || 
gle dissenting voice maintaining the right of Con- || 
gress to do it. Here was a cotemporaneous expo- || 
sition of the Constitution. Mr. Madison, and || 
other gentlemen who discussed the bill, admitted || 
that, unless Maryland and Pennsylvania made the || 


. it 
. arrangement, the Government would be placed in?) 
ing Whigs, and taking Whig advisers; the very | 


the power of those States. Mr. Madison, one of || 
the fathers of the Constitution, one of its best ex- 
ponents, if internal improvements had been the || 


and said, Congress has the power; let us take pos- 
session of this river, (which was then legally made | 
a public highway,) and we will clear it out, and | 
make such improvements as are necessary. But 
no such thing did we hear from him. In the name 
of the State he in part had the honor to represent, | 
he (Mr. V.) protested against the Federal Govern- 
ment’s laying hands on their soil, clearing out their 
rivers, Or improving their harbors, and leaving | 
them merely the child’s bauble, the paraphernalia 
of State sovereignty. 
lt was with extreme regret that he heard the 
genteman from ‘Tennessee [Mr. Stanton] ma 
part of his remarks yesterday, because he believed | 
the gentleman had been a prominent actor in the 
great triumph they had achieved towards free trade 
and getung rid of the ‘* American system.” The | 
gentleman had been found fighting side by side |, 


with those who contended for these great and glo- |! 


rious principles. He was distressed to hear him | 
surrender, as it struck him, the strongest position | 
their party occupied. ‘The public mind had been | 
enlightened on the subject of the tariff and a Uni- |) 
ted States bank. We have met the enemy, (said | 
Mr. V.,) and swept them with victory—a victory | 
proclaimed from one end of the country to the | 
other; and now, he feared, the gentleman was 

givury his aid to the enemy to rally his scattered 

legions. 

‘The honorable gentleman from Ohio {Mr. Vin- 
TON} said it had never been intended by the friends 
of internal improvement to prosecute the system | 
by creating a public debt. If so, why were they 


‘told by the gentleman from Indiana, and all who | 


had spoken on that side, that by a capricious veto | 
the President had deprived the country of the ben- |! 
efit of these works of internal improvement? Did | 
they not tell them that the credit of the country 

was sinking, its resources being exhausted, and | 
that direct taxes would have to be resorted to; and | 
yet did we not hear from them murmurs and com- 

plaints that this was a tyrannical exercise of the | 
veto power, depriving the country of those im- || 
provements to which it was entitled from the Gen- 
eral Government? He said to his friend from 
‘Tennessee, Beware how you rise and give your 
support to this doctrine. Beware how you open 
the door of Congress and acknowledge this power; 
how you open the door by which uncounted mil- 
lions may be appropriated. We were told in the 
contest of 1840, that the United States bank was 
an * obsolete idea,’’ that the people had passed 


judgment on it, and that sentence of death was | 


executed, and why make the bank an issue? And 
yet Mr. Tyler, when he had the moral courage to 


veto the bank bill, received the loud curses of the | 


Whigs, and was ranked with every traitor from 
Judas Iscariot down. 
warned his friend from ‘Tennessee it was like the 
benumbed serpent; once warm it again into life 
under Whig nursing, and it would come forth from || 
its scaly folds ready for ruin and destruction. } 
Revive this gigantic scheme of internal improve- | 
ments; saddle the country with a debt of $200,- 
0U0,000, destroy its credit, and you would hear || 
from one side of this Hall to the other the Whig 
tor the distresses of the people, a United States | 
bank. He recollected the spasms, the dying throes || 
of that monster. Whatever might be said of Gen- } 
eral Jackson, the glorious victory of New Orleans | 
was small compared with the moral courage with 
which he seized that monster by the throat and 
gave it its death struggle. Our hberties survived 
the shock, it was true; but he was unwilling that 
they should again be put to so severe a test. He || 
warned his friend from Tennessee. Let it not be 
a barren triumph; aid not to introduce and re- 
establish a system by which debt after debt is to | 
be accumulated, and such burdens as should bring 
back a high tariff, a United States bank and ali the 
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I. 
evils of their train. He portrayed vividly the 
corrupting influence of the bank over individual 
members of Congress—the despotic influence of a 
creditor over a debtor—and its blighting influence 
upon the trade and general interests of the coun. 
try; the numberless abuses and corruptions of the 
system of log-rolling to which appropriations for 
internal improvements would inevitably give rise 
and the influence which might be brought to bear 
through both these systems upon Presidential 


_ elections. 


He commented more particularly upon the de. 


| signation given by Mr. Stanton toa portion of the 
| President’s message of ** philological’’ and “ met. 


aphysical.”’ 


Mr. STANTON (Mr. V. yielding at his re. 


| quest) wished to make a single remark. The gen. 
| tleman seemed to have taken it upon himself to 


give him a sort of lecture to-day upon his opin 
ions, for which he was very much obliged. But 
if the gentleman represented him as saying that 
the President’s message generally was of that 
character—that it was metaphysical or philologi- 


_ cal, he was mistaken; he had said no so such thing, 


He had spoken of the power to regulate commerce, 
of that part of the President’s argument, and also 
of the historical part of the President’s message, 
and had argued contrary to the conclusions at 
which the President arrived, as the gentleman 
would distinctly recollect. 

Mr. VENABLE. I distinctly recollect. 

Mr. STANTON said, with the gentleman’s 
leave, he would now trespass upon his indulgence 
to reply to another part of his lecture. (Cries of 
** No, no.’’] 

He would say but a single word. He had said 
that he would sooner trust to the General Govern- 
ment the power to make works of internal im- 
provement than to moneyed corporations. He 
would sooner have the Government of the United 
States make the navigation of the Ohio free than 


, to have the canal around its falls in the hands of a 


corporation who levied immense taxes upon all 
And he thought it 
more democratic that the Government should do it 
than to confide such an immense power—a power 
in which the whole country were so vitally inter- 
ested—to a corporation. 

Mr. VENABLE, resuming, said that every- 
thing he had said had heen with the most pro- 
found respect for the gentleman from Tennessee, 
and nothing unkind had been intended. He had 
intended to state that the gentleman had said that 
so far as the question of the power to regulate 
commerce was concerned, the President’s mes- 
sage was philological and metaphysical. If by 
that he intended that he most clearly set forth his 
meaning by his words, and that his conclusions 


Ah! it was not dead. He | 


from his premises were clear and irresistible, he 
| agreed with the gentleman. With reference to the 
|| historical parts of the message, he had rot been 
‘able to see in what respect they were incorrect; 
| but as he had not examined it particularly, he 
would not now dispute that point with his friend 
| from Tennessee. 

| He further contested some of the positions taken 
| by Mr. Stanton, and enforced his views in oppo- 
|| sition to the entire system of internal improve- 
ments. 

|| His friend from Tennessee, he said, misunder- 
| stood him. His purpose had not been to reada 
| lecture to the gentleman. It would have beena 
|| presumption on his part, of which he hoped he 
|| never should ‘be guilty. But he could not let the 


opportunit to express his hope that no friend 
of Reenoeietiitonutelaline when, ed thirty years 
of conflict, they had well nigh succeeded, when 
they saw their flag waving in triumph, would now 
in any degree ield to the enemy. He could say 
this of the Whiz party, that for the last ten of 
twelve years they were the best people in the 
world to run when there was no prize to win; bw 
when they came to the ballot-box in the Presi- 
dential contest, the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
would find that they would not clog old ‘* Rough 
and Ready” with any such burdens as he seemed 
disposed io place upon him. He had never said 
that he was in favor of a United States bank, or 
in favor of a high protective tariff. He knew 
nothing about them. For a me he is 
been too much engaged in military life to turn 

attention to them. He would boca neither 
by these nor the Wilmot proviso. Upon these 
subjects he had been exceedingly cautious in his 
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